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The next issue will be in June 
2010. The deadline for articles is 
20 May 2010.

Please visit the chemist or 
library and put the cost of 
your Blane in the collection 

box. We need all your support. We 
can only continue if you do that.Or 
you can send us a cheque - details 
on page 8. 

The box in Browns was stolen 
recently. Fortunately it had not 
long been emptied.

The main role of the 
community council 
is to ascertain and 
reflect the views of the 
community to Stirling 
Council and other 
outside bodies. 

COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS

Blanefield Ward
Joan Hoggan   770181
Willie Oswald   770497
Margaret Vass  770131
Fiona Murray   771497

Strathblane Ward 
Elspeth Posnett  770113
Alan Hutton   770537

Mugdock Ward 
Philip Graves     0141 956 1954
Dick Arnold   770006
John Gray  771031

cc@strathblanefield.org.uk

The cover photograph is taken 
from outside Campsie Dene 
House looking up the Water 
Track towards Dumgoyne 
and Dumfoyne. It was taken 
by Claire Fischbacher.

Margaret Vass, Chair

Community Councils are part of the 
statutory arrangements for local 
government. They are integral to 

ensuring that the views of communities are 
properly reflected by the policy makers and 
that services are delivered to the required 
standard. Community Councils have a key 
role in community planning process. This 
establishes the priorities and outcomes 
that our local government, police, fire 
and saftey and health providers should 
deliver for us. Our role is important for our 
community. We can only do our job well 
and reflect the views of our community if 
residents get involved, and some of you do.

Our Community Council was being 
reconstituted following the elections as the 
last Blane went to press. We are still three 
members short, one for the Mugdock ward 
and two for the Strathblane ward. Further 
elections are taking place in February/
March to fill these vacancies. If we are 
unsuccessful we will consider co-options 
from across our area to help with our 
workload. 

We have had three meetings so far. 
Our agendas have changed to give 

residents an opportunity to raise issues of 
concern and to give our Stirling councillors 
an opportunity to report back on what they 
have been doing on our behalf. I would 
really encourage you as an individual or as 
a group to come to our meetings where you 
can present your case if you are looking 
for support. One of our local councillors is 
usually present along with Pam Campbell 

from Stirling Council 
who can usually help 
with answers or whom to 
approach. We are always 
looking for interesting 
presentations from local 
people; our meetings are 
as informal as they can 
be so do come along.

So far we have 
planted up the tubs 
along the main road, put 
up the village christmas 
tree, applied for grants 
for equipment for the use of all groups 
in the village, ensured that the changes 
at Edenkiln Surgery were publicised to 
patients, agreed new welcome boards for 
either end of the village, discussed roads 
and parking issues, refuse collection over 
the big freeze, and commented on planning 
applications. Our minutes and agendas 
may be found on the village website and on 
the notice board. Please contact us if you Come on all you former guides! What 

has happened to you? Have you 
lost your memories as well as your 

photographs?
We have had no response whatever to 

our pleas for material to celebrate 100 years 
of guiding in Strathblane. We promised 
a feature as we did for the scouts, but we 
cannot fulfil our promise if you will not 
provide us with what we need to mark this 
great anniversary.

Are you going to let the scouts shame 
you into action or are you going to let this 

pass without so much 
as a squeak? 
 If you have any 
stories, photos or 
memorabilia you 
would like to share 
please contact Jane 
(771281), Claire 
(771816) or Morag 
Roy (770863).

Margaret Vass, Chair

We are facing a critical period in the 
development of our community and our 
villages. 

In the last issue it was highlighted that 
Stirling Council is in the process of 
drawing up a new 

plan for the whole 
of Stirling called the 
Local Development 
Plan. This will 
determine the future 
use of land in our 
villages and will be 
the basis on which 
planning and investment decisions are 
made.

It will address a wide range of land 
use issues including: housing, shopping, 
business, industry, transport, recreation, 
natural and built heritage and sustainable 
development. Two other strategies will feed 
into the plan. The Housing Strategy which 
will set out how much and what type of 
new housing is required in the villages and 
the Open Space Strategy which will review 

Community Council
Local Plan consultationDavid Brown

The band has been continuing with 
practice nights during the winter 
in preparation for the forthcoming 

season, which will see the band performing 
at local functions as well as competing at 
various RSPBA pipe band competitions 
during the summer.

The management committee have been 
busy during the winter, and have now 
added new sporrans, new sets of drone 
and chanter reeds, and new pipe bags for 
all pipers, and the making of the additional 
required uniforms is now underway. The 
members are very grateful for the local 
support they receive and in particular to 
Mr and Mrs J. Hamilton, Bill Ireland and 
Jim McPherson for their continued support.

Our next major purchase will have to 
be a new set of snair drums, as the ones 
we are using just now are borrowed. To 

Strathendrick Pipe Band
fund this project we are 
holding a Ceilidh/Dance 
on 13 March, and a Piping 
Concert on 10 April 
featuring the Inverary 
Grade 1 Pipe Band. 
During the concert we will 
be drawing the winning 
tickets of our prize draw, 
for which tickets will be on 
sale beforehand.

The band will be 
performing at the local 
coffee morning and plant 
sale on 8 May, Drymen 
Show on 29 May, Killearn 
Fun Run on 6 June and 
Killearn Gala Day on 12 June.

The band acknowledges the kind 
donations of raffle prizes – highland 
trews outfit and water colour painting by 
David Ogilvie and Rev. Liam Hattie – and 

thanks oil and gas supplier J. Bilsland for 
sponsoring the piping concert. Our grateful 
thanks to all who have contributed in any 
way, and we look forward to your continued 
support.

Author won’t own up!

In December the Blane Valley Players put 
on a one act play followed by a variety 
show. So who needs Hollywood? No, 

don’t answer that, but really it was all great 
entertainment. One very special feature 
was the debut performance of our very 
own boy band ‘Look Both Ways’. There 
were several other debut performances: 
Rhona McColl, Robert Poole (Bobby to 
most of us), and Jack Smith in the play; 
and Malcolm Ferguson (who needs Frank 
Sinatra?) in the variety performance. It was 
also a first for Jill Allardice as producer of 
the play. The Blane asked the boys for a few 
comments on their experience 
– the interviewer wishes to 
remain anonymous (in fact he 
has fled the country).

Q. Your first appearance in 
public as a boy band seemed 
to go off well, but how did you 
feel?
R. Nervous, but we were 
looking forward to it.
J.  Really nervous as well.
G.  I didn’t want to be there. 
Ha Ha.
K.  Don’t really know.
A.  Excited.

Q. After the performance you got a big 
cheer but Joyce seemed to not be impressed 
with you. How did you feel about that?
J.  I wanted to hit her. Ha Ha.
R.  Calm down Jack. Obviously she didn’t 
know talent when she sees it.
G. I agree with Bobby.

A.  I agree with 
Joyce.
K.  Don’t know.

Q.  OK I’m a big 
fan of you and 
your music so 
am wondering if 
you have any new 
releases coming 
out soon?
R.  We’re working 
on a few projects at 
the moment but we 
will not disappoint 
the fans.

J. Yeah, I’m writing a few 
songs at the moment so we’ll 
be heading to the studio soon.
G.  I hope NOT.
K.  I don’t know.
A .......

Q.  When is your next live 
performance going to be?
R.  Hopefully soon, we can’t 
say when.
J.  I think once we practise a 
bit more. It will happen sooner 
rather than later.
A.  Ooh, I can’t wait till we 

perform again.  
G.  Shut up Angus.
K.  Don’t know.

Q.  And finally, I think that the women 
want to know, are you single.
J.   Yeah, I am.

Order! Order! Joyce not 
impressed?

Kris Dempsey, Angus Gibson, Robert 
Poole (Bobby), Gary Ketterer, Jack Smith. 

Have we got talent?

R.  Yeah, I am single.
A.  Nope, am madly in love. 
G.  Nope, am taken.
K.  Yeah, am single too.   

Where are you?

Members of the Community Council: (back) Dick Arnold, 
Philip Graves, Willie Oswald, Alan Hutton, Joan Hoggan, John 
Gray; (front) Elspeth Posnett, Margaret Vass, Fiona Murray

all our local spaces in terms of their value 
to us and whether they should be protected.

There will be consultation on all three 
documents simultaneously. Stirling Council 
is holding an event for our area on Saturday 
29th May at Strathblane Primary School 
between 10 and 4. It is really important 
that as many people as possible go along 

to find out what is 
being proposed and 
make their views 
known. There will 
also be many ways to 
find out more through 
the Council website, 
the Strathblanefield 
website and meetings 

organised by the Community Council, 
watch out for the posters. The future of our 
villages is in our hands, this is our chance 
to influence whether or not our community 
develops to cater for 
future needs or whether 
we just stay as we are. 
Please get involved; it is 
your and your family’s 
future that is at stake 
here.

Saturday 29th May at Strathblane 
Primary School between 10 and 4

Your opportunity to find out what is 
being proposed for your community 

and to make your views known

Consultation by Stirling Council

would like us to take up a problem, but do 
remember to report service issues to info@
stirling.gov.uk or phone their contact centre 
on 0845 277 7000.

The new Strathblane Community 
Council are keen to strengthen our links 
with all the groups operating in the village. 
I have  sent e-mails to groups that I have 
been made aware of to ask them to work 
with us. Some people may have been 
inadvertantly missed off this distribution.
The remainder of this article repeats what 
was sent out last month and we hope that as 
many as possible will respond to us.

We are very much aware that there 
are many groups in the village who are 

working hard on behalf of the community. 
Sometimes we can do even better if we 
work together, share expertise, avoid 
duplication of valuable effort and maximise 
any opportunities that present themselves 
whether for funding or not. We should also 
share our equipment wherever possible 
particularly if it has been purchased with 
public funds. If you are battling to get 
something done, the Community Council 
may be able to put our statutory weight 
behind what you are trying to achieve. We 
have good links with Stirling Council and 
our councillors, MSP and MP.

The Community Council would 
particularly like to hear the views of the 
younger members of our community; 
perhaps you have some ideas about how 
this may be done.

We wish to know if you share our view 
or not and if you and your organisation 
would be willing to work more closely with 
the Community Council to achieve more for 
the village, and how you would like to do 
that. Ideas may be around sharing minutes 
so we may spot duplication, or if you might 
be interested in associate membership of 

Our role in the community

cont’d at bottom of following page

The pipeband on Remembrance Day 
photographed by Chris O’Hara
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Visit the Community Website @
www.strathblanefield.org.uk

The kirkView from the Police office
David McNally 
Community Police Officer

It’s not unusual for an issue to suddenly 
arise in a community which everyone 
has an opinion on. Over the past 

few weeks, I have 
been contacted by 
numerous people from 
all parts of Blanefield 
and Strathblane 
raising concerns 
about parking. 
Representations have 
also been made to the 
local MSP regarding 
the issue.

Concerns have 
been raised separately regarding parking 
in and around the primary school at the 
beginning and end of the school day; on 
Glasgow Road, particularly around the 

retail premises; and on Old Mugdock Road 
and Milndavie Crescent.

The main problem surrounds vehicles 
being parked on pavements. On speaking 
with them, many drivers explain that they 
park on pavements so as not to block traffic 

on the road. The 
effect of parking on 
pavements though is 
to force pedestrians 
onto the road to pass 
dangerously parked 
cars. The inherent 
risks that this presents 
for all pedestrians, 
particularly children, 
are obvious.

It may seem 
pedantic to highlight this issue when there 
are other issues which may seem more 
important in the community. Consider 
though, how would you feel if you did park 

on a pavement and a child was knocked 
down as a direct consequence of your 
parking.

Consider also, if you park your car 
fully on the road with the effect of slowing 
passing traffic. Is this necessarily a bad 
thing? I’m sure everyone in the village 
would be happier if traffic going along 
Glasgow Road was slowed to some extent.

Please be aware that it is an offence to 
park a vehicle dangerously. In exceptional 
cases dangerously parked vehicles in 
the village have been removed by police 
at considerable expense to the owner of 
having the vehicle returned.

So, next time you are out in the car, 
please consider where you intend to park. If 
you are travelling to the school, try to avoid 
the school gates. If it’s the Glasgow Road 
shops, do you really need to park directly 
outside the shop door? It might even be 
quicker to walk or take the bicycle.

Blair Armstrong

Another chapter in the life of 
Strathblane Parish Church came to 
an end with the retiral of Rev. Alex 

Green after fourteen years as the parish 
minister. Alex preached his last sermon on 
Sunday 17 January, 
concluding a special 
weekend, arranged 
by the church, 
which recognised 
and celebrated his 
faithful service and 
the special bond 
he had both with 
members of the 
congregation and 
with folks in the 
wider parish.

A delicious 
farewell buffet 
dinner provided by 
the Kirk Session on 
the Friday night was enjoyed by both past 
and present members of the congregation. 
Also there were ministers from 
neighbouring parishes, many of whom 
took great delight in publicly reminding 
Alex of some of the amusing situations he 
had found himself in during his time in the 
parish ministry.

Also on the programme was a favourite 
hymn sung by the young adults group, 

Out to Green pastures!
and a humorous farewell poem, specially 
written for the occasion by Christine 
Cresswell, which paid tribute to the whole 
family Green, while in ‘Alex’s Adventures 
in Wonderland’, a skit performed by Lynne, 
Jill and Martin, he was mercilessly teased 
about his passion for Westerns, his fondness 
for curries and, of course, his collection of 
flamboyant waistcoats!

Alex will be remembered for his 
steadfast faithfulness to the core principles 
of the Christian faith. He will also be 
remembered for his friendship, and his 
unstinting and faithful visiting of parish 
members during times of difficulty.

With Alex leaving, the church has 
experienced a ‘double whammy’: not only 
does the minister leave, but also the church 

organ ist.  Jean 
Green has been 
the organist at 
the church for a 
number of years, 
a n d  d u r i n g 
that time she 
has introduced 
the church to 
new, excit ing 
and innovative 
faith hymns and 
songs. Special 
t h a n k s  we r e 
given to Jean at 
the Friday night 
supper for all her 

dedication and work.
So where next? As one chapter in the 

life of Strathblane Parish Church closes 
another opens. Already a Nomination 
Committee of eleven church members has 
been elected and, under the guidance of our 
Interim Moderator Rev. Alison Britchfield 
from the Lecropt Kirk in Bridge of Allan, 
they are now beginning the important task 
of seeking a new minister for the church.

During this time of vacancy the work 
of the church still continues. An interesting 
and varied selection of visiting speakers 
will take morning worship services, while 
many of the evening services will be 
conducted by our own members.

Margaret Livingston, 
President

We are nearing the 
end of another 
session of the 

Guild and it just seems to 
have flown in!

The theme for the year 
has been ‘To Act Justly’. Over the weeks, 
we have enjoyed a mix of entertainment, 
arts and craft, and some of our speakers 
have used our theme itself to challenge and 
engage us.

In January, our minister departed, 
but not before he had inflicted upon us 
the last of his famous, or maybe even 
infamous, quizzes! It was, in fact, a very 
enjoyable night, and gave us, as a Guild, an 
opportunity to wish both Alex and Jean a 
fond farewell.

We will finish our session with our 
AGM and a 75th birthday party for our 
Guild ... sounds like fun and games!

More Fun and Games 
at the Parish Guild

Morag Roy

The first meeting of the Blane Women’s 
Rural for 2010 was an extremely 
enjoyable light-hearted games 

evening. The games were devised by two 
committee members and the evening was 
a great success and thoroughly enjoyed by 
all.

The next meeting took everyone back 
to times past. We were entertained by a 
Gaelic group who demonstrated life on 
a croft somewhere on the outer isles. We 
were shown traditional methods of making 
butter, cutting rye, preparing wool for 
spinning and waulking the cloth – all done 
while singing traditional songs.

The guest speaker at our next meeting 
(18 March) is Michael Fischbacher, editor 
of The Blane. Michael will explain why 
he thinks The Blane is a worthwhile 
project and why the magazine makes an 
important contribution to village life. He 
will also explain how he arrives at the 
finished product. This will be an extremely 
interesting evening and a warm invitation 
is extended to anyone (male or female) who 
wishes to come along.

Fun and games at the 
Blane Rural

Gordon Posnett

The Blane Valley Burns 
Club held its 30th 
annual Burns Supper in 

the Edmonstone Hall on 23 
January. 

In front of an audience of 
148, Hugh Parsons our piper 
piped in the top table and 
the Cheil, Alastair Smith, 
welcomed everyone. The 
Selkirk Grace was given by 
Tom Craigie and the caterer, 
Alex Graham Caterers, brought in the soup. 
The haggis was then piped in by Hugh 
Parsons and served by George Eastcroft. 

Dennis Pattenden gave a superb Toast 
to the Haggis, then the audience sang 
“Rantin Rovin Robin” led by Jill Allardice 
accompanied on the piano by Marion 
Hole. The haggis course was served to all. 
Thereafter Alastair Smith gave the Loyal 
Toast.

After the interval Hugh Parsons gave 
a piping selection of tunes followed by 
songs sung beautifully by Jill Allardice. 
John Mackenzie then gave a tremendous 
rendition of Tam o’Shanter followed by 
Robert Phillips tribute to Robert Burns 
Immortal Memory. 

There was a further interval 
when the raffle was drawn which 
raised £444 which will be used to 
take primary 6 on The Burns Trail 
in Alloway in June. 

Alastair Smith gave a report 
on the past year’s activities which 
included taking P6 to the Robert 
Burns Experience in Alloway as 
well as P6 & P7 to a programme 
on Robert Burns at The Celtic 
Connection in the Glasgow Concert 
Hall in January of this year. 

John Mackenzie then gave a 
brilliant recitation of Holy Willie’s Prayer. 
This was followed again by some songs 
from Jill Allardice. Then it was time for the 
Toast to the Lassies and the Reply. 

Alastair Balfour gave a tremendous 
toast to which Anne Balfour responded 
dramatically with great humour. After 
considerable applause, Jill Allardice led the 
community singing, followed by Margaret 
Smith amply thanking the artistes for their 
grand work on the night. 

Alastair Smith then gave a vote of 
thanks and the night ended with Auld Lang 
Syne.

This year the Burns Supper was a sell-
out prior to Christmas and bodes well for 
next year’s event.

Burns supper success

Alex and Jean Green

Patsy Fischbacher

One of the main benefits of living in 
this community is the access that we 
have to the surrounding countryside. 

However, the many paths in and around our 
village need to be maintained if they are to 
be remain usable for the average walker. 
Unfortunately, due to financial constraints 
within Stirling Council (SC), there are now 
fewer staff and almost no money available 
for this type of work, so if we want the job 
done we will have to lend a hand. 

Would you be willing to do some spade 
work, or provide other manual labour, even 
for an hour or two, from time to time? If 
so the Community Council and Douglas 
Flynn, SC countryside ranger, would like 
you to get in touch and send your contact 
details (see below). They will then contact 
you in advance of any planned work. 
Douglas is most likely to require assistance 
on two sites in particular, namely 
Milndavie Glen and Strathblane cycleway, 
both of which are owned by SC. However, 
your assistance may also be needed on a 
local path, especially when it is part of an 
organised Action Day. 

Coincidentally, a Community Action 
Day to improve the lower end of the 

old railway, is being organised for Monday 
31 May.  

Numbers in the past have been a bit low 
and it would be good to have more than 
10 pairs of hands to wield those tools. The 
better the turnout, the better the chances of 
a repeat. If you would like to help please 
get in touch now. Douglas Flynn 01786 
442439 or flynnd@stirling.gov.uk; Dick 
Arnold 77006 or richard@eslpaisley.
freeserve.co.uk

Paths Volunteers needed

Village Club 
Centenary
Thinking ahead

Willie Oswald

The Village Club’s committee of 
management has started to plan 
the celebrations for the centenary 

of the Club next year. It was opened 
99 years ago in 1911. We would like to 
involve the whole community and all 
the community organisations. If you 
have special memories, or if you feel a 
particular event would be an appropriate 
item for the programme, then get in 
touch.

The committee of management wants 
to ensure the Club continues to play its 
part as a focus for the community and to 
be available to future generations and be 
fit for the next hundred years.

The Club is available to the whole 
community. It can only operate with the 
support of its volunteer committee and 
the residents. Members of the committee 
of management are Cara Crawford, 
Christine McGillvray, David Anderson, 
Jenny Oswald, Lorraine Elliott, 
Margaret Smith, Sheena MacDonald, 
Willie Oswald (Chair), and Elspeth 
Posnett (Treasurer and bookings).

the Community Council. Rest assured you would not need to come 
to our meetings although you would be very welcome.

This will be an important year for the village. The result of the 
village survey will inform us what the community priorities 

are. There will be consultation on Stirling Council’s new Local 
Development Plan. This will decide on the future of land use in the 
village and whether and where new development will be permitted. 
The consultation will also consider the future of the greenbelt and 
whether it will remain as at present or if it will be reduced. We will 
also have the possible regional park to consider. Last but not least 
we must ensure that we get the services that we pay for through our 
council tax and taxes.

Please feel free to contact me or any other member of the 
Community Council to discuss this. Our contact details are on the 
village website, and you may email us there as well.

Community Council
cont’d from previous page
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VISION AID OVERSEAS

100 million people in developing 
countries need spectacles to live 

an ordinary life

Do you have any old specs?

Why not donate them to Vision Aid 
and help someone to see again?

There is a box in the library where 
you can leave them or you can 

contact:

Lorna Craigie ( 770521

Mione Morrison

More and more trips to Hessilhead 
took place over the autumn 
months, a busy time for wildlife 

rescues. Hedgehogs and birds are the main 
casualties. ShortIy before Christmas I took 
a young underweight female hedgehog, 
and was able to go with Andy to release 
six young foxes that had been reared and 
were ready for returning to the wild. They 
were released into Glasgow parks amongst 
a healthy population of urban foxes. They 
don’t tend to like raw meat; only M&S 
chicken for our foxes! Whilst we were out, 
a phone call resulted in attending an RTA 
(road traffic accident) which had resulted 
in a roebuck being knocked down and left 
at the side of the road. How people can 
leave an animal at the side of the road after 
hitting it defies belief. Their car had to 
be damaged – no way did they not know 
they had hit it. Though suffering from 
concussion the wee fella was able to be 
released after a few days’ TLC. I was also 
privileged to stroke and see a tiny otter cub 
being fed on chopped-up fish and watch 
him enjoy his bottle of milk. He had been 
abandoned by his mum when very small 
and was being reared at Hessilhead before 
being released when he is about a year old.
Our own rescues in the last couple of 
months have resulted in six cockatiels; 
five budgies and a parakeet being taken 
in, due to the rest of their aviary being 
attacked and eaten by rats. Six young 
guinea pigs – we have called them Daisy, 

Lily, Dandelion, Honeysuckle, Poppy and 
Hazelnut – have taken up residence and 
have already been on several fundraising 
events due to their friendly nature. Several 
unwanted rabbits have also 
been either handed in, or in 
one case left in a cardboard 
box at my door with a £10 
note!

We also took in two 
male degus.These two guys 
are very friendly and vocal 
spending most of the day 
chattering to each other 
or fighting over who gets 
the choicest pieces. Degus, 
small south American 
rodents that look like giant 
gerbils, are prone to diabetes 
and have to be carefully monitored to 
ensure their diet doesn’t contain too much 
sugary food.

Fundraising is a very busy and essential 
part of the running of the welfare centre, as 
without it we would not be able to continue. 
Barely a week goes by without some sort 
of event to raise much-needed funds. Vet 
bills, feed bills, bedding and sundries are 
continually needed to keep the animals in 
good condition.

Dobbies garden centres are our main 
events and people are very generous. We 
have a photographic display and take 
several of the animals to ‘meet’ the public. 
Yodi, Kizzy and Frodo are all qualified as 
therapy dogs and love all the attention they 
receive from the many people who stop 

to speak. All the dogs 
are disabled. Yodi has 
three legs; Kizzy was 
born with a deformed 
foot, leg, backbone and 

tail, and Frodo was born blind. This does 
not prevent them from doing their work 
and it allows children and adults to realise 
that disability does not mean they should 

be destroyed or treated 
differently. All these 
dogs lead a normal life 
and are allowed to do as 
much as they are capable 
of under supervision.

We also take our 
qualified therapy cat, 
Puisicain. She was 
found on the road as 
a tiny kitten and was 
subsequently hand-
reared. This and her 
amazing temperament 
has meant she is very 

suitable to go to events and meet the 
punters. She loves going, and settles on the 
table for the day to be admired, stroked and 
cuddled.

Our annual Christmas raffle was as 
usual a huge success, bringing in a large 
amount of money.The £100 first prize went 
to one of our supporters, who also houses 
our donkeys and mini-Shetlands!

We are still desperately looking for our 
permanent home: 20–30 acres of rough 
grazing. It must be out there. Please help 
us find it.

We at Glendrick Roost look forward to 
meeting more of you at our outdoor events 
over the coming months.

News from Glendrick Roost
Our severe winter weather has caught up 
with Strathblane emigrant Eleanor Friel.
Eleanor Friel

The east coast of the United States was 
subject to some incredible weather 
this winter. Washington DC was 

particularly badly affected, having had a 
record amount of snow one weekend and 
then, before that was properly cleared, 
another load fell on them. The federal 
government effectively closed down for 
four working days. The mayor was heard 
to declare that they would cease ploughing 
the roads until the 
storm was over 
as it endangered 
their employees.

The good folk 
of Buffalo, who 
are accustomed 
to dealing with 
over 100 inches of 
snow in the winter 
months, snorted 
in a derisory 
fashion. ‘Can’t 
they handle some 
big snow?’ Calls 
were exchanged 
between the cities 
and advice was given on how to deal with 
and dispose of the mountains of white 
stuff. Buffalo’s reputation in dealing with 
constant big snow is well founded as few 
working days are lost due to weather 
conditions. Unfortunately it obscures the 
positive aspect of its climate which is that 
it has a delightful summer with lots of sun 
and not much humidity.

In dealing with the sub-zero 
temperatures of the winters it is an 
important part of day-to-day living for the 
local library to be available for the needs 
of toddlers and preschool children. Our 
library is a beautiful colonial building 
which is well equipped with children’s 
toys, books, movies and the latest addition 
– children’s computers! Junior-googling 

Letter from America
going on here perhaps?

In the classroom

There are lots of daily activities organised 
throughout the winter months, and I 

decided that I would become involved in 
the community by volunteering. I was 
enthusiastically embraced by the staff and 
offered a role in the children’s section. That 
was how I ended up last week in a rocking 
chair telling stories and singing nursery 
rhymes to a group of 2- and 3-year-olds.

This was not my original role as helper. 
I started off by photocopying story boards 

and cutting up 
material for 
little hats, shoes 
and pillows for 
various topics to 
be featured in the 
coming weeks of 
Story Hour and 
Alphabet Soup. 
Then I graduated 
to the craft table. 
I have learned 
how to make an 
owl from a paper 
plate and stick on 
feathers with a 
glue stick; not an 

easy task for one as cack-handed as myself 
– you have no sooner battened down one 
feather than the previous one escapes to 
delighted giggles from the little darlings 
around the table.

The lady in charge of the children’s 
department last week had to attend a local 
meeting unexpectedly. She asked me if 
I would take the Story Hour for her. ‘Yes 
of course’, I said, and suddenly realised I 
had to lead 14 children in rhymes I have 
long ago forgotten. So there was quite a 
bit of googling this end as well while I put 
together my routine. I really could have 
used a roadie to assist in cueing the CD 
tracks for such favourites as ‘I’m a Little 
Teapot’, and ‘Itsy Bitsy Spider’. However, 
after overcoming a technical hitch in 
the second song I rose to the occasion 
and, notwithstanding my strange accent, 
delivered the story of ‘Mouse’s First 
Valentine’ with great aplomb. I may have 
to wait a while for a presenters’ job on 
Sesame Street, but then I would not like to 
put them in the shade!

Why not advertise your business 
in The Blane? Contact the editor 

for details at 
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk

The eagerly awaited Mulberry Bush Montessori Balfron 10K 
run takes place on Sunday 25th April 2010 at 11am. Now in its 
fourth year it has recently been voted the number one 10K in 

Scotland by the readers of Runners World. 
The 10K road race will start from Balfron Campus and follow a 

scenic route heading out towards Fintry.  Runners of all abilities aged 
15 and over, are welcome to take part in what is always a memorable 
and fun day out.  All funds raised will go directly to Balfron Primary 
School and Balfron High School.

The event attracts over 620 entrants from the local area and from 
all over Scotland, and in the last three years has raised over £21,000 
for Balfron Schools.  An electronic chip timing system ensures quick 
and accurate results for runners.

Enter on line now and check out the web site for full details at 
www.balfron10k.org.uk. Demand for places is expected to be high, 
so early entry is recommended. Further details are available from 
Colin Mendham at colin@balfron10k.org.uk.

The Mulberry Bush Montessori in Killearn is the main sponsor 
of the event, with supporting local sponsors including Careth Ltd, 
Endrick Property, Graham’s Dairy, Beech Tree Inn, Steven Burgess 
Fine Furniture, CDK Galbraith, Balfron Campus, Webreturn Internet, 
D McCallum and Son and many other local businesses.

Come along and support the runners – it’s a great day out for all 
the family. A small selection of stalls are on Campus, plus Doyles Deli 
will be serving light refreshments and home baking.

Extra copies of the Blane 
are available for £1.30 each 

in the library

No, not one of the animals at Glendrick Roost, unless Mione 
is not telling us something we should know. A panther has 
been seen in Milngavie, actually walking along a residential 
road and scaring a man out of his wits as he was getting 
something out of his car. Other people have seen large paw 
prints in the snow in their back gardens; and two people have 
seen a larged predatory animal prowling around their homes. 
     We reckon that the panther is ours, as reported in recent 
editions of the Blane and seen by some local residents; 
although we are not too comfortable about it prowling round 
our gardens. Anyway, keep a camera handy and let us have 
your photographs if you get a good shot. We might even send 
our intrepid photographer out to look for it, although we 
haven’t told him that yet. Waiting for a suitable moment!

Sponsor a Glendrick Roost 
rescue animal
Contact Mione on 07748 351287 or at 
info@glendrickroost.org.uk.

The Mulberry Bush 
Montessori Balfron 
10K Run

Diary Dates
Carbon Neutral Group
18 Mar, 15 Apr, 20 May, 7.30 pm, 
phone 771613 for venues
Rural
18 Mar, 15 Apr, 20 May, 7.30 pm, 
Edmonstone Hall
Gardening Club
26 Mar, 30 Apr, 7.30 pm, Kirkrooms
School Parent Council
20 Apr, 15 June, 7.15 pm, Primary 
School
Community Council
12 April 7.30 pm, Village Club
10 May, 7 June 7.30 pm School
Allotments Group
25 Mar, 8 pm, Village Club
Bowling Club
2010 season starts 17/18 Apr
Scouts’ Spring Sale
20 Mar, 2-4 pm, Scout Hall
Book and DVD Sale
27 Mar, 10 am – 12pm, Library
Piping Concert
10 Apr
Disco
Fun Hut fundraiser, 24 Apr
Local Plan Consultation
29 May 10am – 4pm, School
Community Action Day
31 May
Family BBQ
Fun Hut fundraiser, 13 Jun, Mugdock 
Park
Summer Fair
5 June, Primary School

If you’d like to include the date of your 
own event or club meeting, please get 
in touch (see page 8). Information 
supplied to the village website for 
the What’s On section, or to the 
library for their events diary, will 
automatically be displayed in both.

The Premier store is up for sale. If we are to keep 
a convenience store there, it needs to be sold 

as a going concern. It would be greatly missed by 
many in the Blanefield area if it closed and we need 
to give it all the support we can. 

So, rally round and help to make a convincing 
case for a prospective buyer to purchase it.

Gazebo for hire

The Community Development Trust 
has a heavy-duty pop-up gazebo 
available for individuals or groups to 

use in return for a £25 donation per day. 
The money will be used as a sinking fund 
for any repairs and eventual replacement. 
The gazebo is 3m by 4.5m. Phone George 
Thom on 771613.

Local library
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We welcome comments on 
anything that appears in the 
newsletter. Please write to 
the editor, Mike Fischbacher 
at:
4, Southview Road
Strathblane G63 9JQ
or email:
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk
( 01360 770716

To contact Stirling Council, 
phone 0845 277 7000
Email: info@stirling.gov.uk

v v v v v

Kate Baxter

The Fun Hut has had a 
successful year so far, 
welcoming along a 

number of new members.
The older toddlers have 

had a very creative few months, bringing 
home some impressive crafts ranging from 
telescopes to tigers (with a little help from 
Vicki and Jennie, the playleaders.) They 
also entertained all the parents and carers 
at our Christmas party, when they marched 
Santa in to a serenade of Christmas songs 
which they had worked hard to learn.

The babies and younger children have 
had the usual array of toys to entertain 
them, as well as the extremely popular 
snack time.

The run-up to Christmas saw a busy 
season of essential fundraising events. 
The annual Race Night with the football 
club was the usual success, as was the 
family Christmas Fair in the Village Club. 

Crafty kids at the Fun Hut

The Fun Hut is on every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday during term 
time between 9.30 and 11.30am in the 
Kirkrooms. All pre-school children/
babies and their carers are welcome to 
join us for all or any of these sessions. 
We already play host to parents, 
grandparents, nannies and childminders 
(and the children), so please drop in for 
a cup of tea to find out more, or contact 
Katie (771125) or Kate (771149) if you 
would like further information.

The committee, parents and 
supporters are having a well-
earned rest this term before 
more fundraising plans for the 
summer term. A Kids’ Party-
themed disco on 24 April is 
guaranteed to be a fantastic 

night out, and we hope to have our popular 
annual family barbeque on 13 June at 
Mugdock Park.

David Kane sent us this photo 
from primaries 6 & 7 of 
1956. There are some gaps 

in the names so, if you can supply 
these, please let us know and we 
shall include them in the next issue.

Back row: Robert Cranston, Anne 
Turner, ?, Rena Taylor, Gina Young, 
Lesley Andrews, Marion Harvey, 
Ian Brown

2nd row: John Young, ?, ?, Joan 
Dick, Anna Kincaid, ?, Ann Wilson

3rd row: David Kane, John Muir, 
Helen Mathie, Alex Paterson, 
Cathy Abercrombie, Pamela Roe, 
Jeannette Wilson, Helen Cameron, 
Kenneth Leach, Rodney Sheldon

Front: Neil Campbell, ? 
McLaughlin, Trevor Hoxley, Billy 
Milligan, Willie Wallace, Donald 
McIntyre, Peter Buchanan

Murray O’Donnell

John Guthrie Smith’s book, The Parish 
of Strathblane, had this interesting 
information about the whisky ‘industry’ 
in the area in the early 1800s. This 
extract can be found on pages 248–249:

The first licensed distillery in the parish 
was at Cockmylane, just where the 
tunnel for the Glasgow Waterworks 

enters the hill. Alexander Parlane built it 
some sixty years ago and worked it, but it 
has long been stopped, a few traces of it 
only remaining.

In 1836 Burnfoot Distillery, recently 
renamed “Glen Guin,” was erected by 
George Connell on a ninety-nine years’ 
tack from John Buchanan of Carbeth, then 
proprietor of Blairquhosh Cunninghame. 
Mr. Connell was followed by Mr. M‘Lellan, 
and the Messrs. Lang Brothers now 
possess it. “Burnfitt” whisky has always 
been peculiarly grateful to the Strathblane 
palate.

Another industry – if so improper 
and demoralizing an occupation can be 
called one – was making whisky secretly 
in small stills1. This was carried on, till 
about sixty years ago, to an enormous 
extent, and almost unchecked. It is true 
there were two Revenue officers always 
on duty in the parish, but they were no 
doubt bribed to shut their eyes to what was 
going on. It used to be common enough 
to see in the early morning from the hill 
behind Netherton village the smoke of 
some thirteen stills going at once. Bands 
of men came out from Glasgow to buy and 
carry away the illicit spirits, and many 
a scene of violence and bloodshed has 
been witnessed between Strathblane and 
Glasgow in the conflicts between these 
desperate men and the Revenue officers. 
Mugdock Wood was a favourite place both 
for small stills2 and also as a rendezvous 
for the sellers and buyers of the whisky, 
and was the scene in 1818 of a terrible fight 
between them and the Revenue officers and 

a party of soldiers. The smugglers were 
victorious, and after seizing and destroying 
the soldiers’ weapons, pursued them from 
the field of battle3.

Footnotes
1The Church was well aware of the evils 

which sprang from it, and in the General
Assembly of 1744 passed an Act 

against “the sinful and pernicious practise 
of smuggling,” “and ordains the same to 
be read from the pulpits of all the parish 
churches within Scotland.”

2A small still stood at the side of one 
of the springs from which water is now 
pumped up by a wheel on the Allander 
some 350 feet, to supply the Castle and 
offices of Mugdock. It is just possible that 
in the past an aqua not exactly pura may 
have found its way from this same spring 
to the Castle or thereabouts.

3In making the new parish road along 
the edge of Mugdock Wood in the spring 
of last year, the workmen turned up 
about eighteen inches below the surface 
a skeleton, the skull of which seemed to 
have been injured by a violent blow. It was 
lying within the ruins of an old dwelling, 
and possibly enough it was the remains of 
some one who was done to death in this 
encounter.

Still life in old Strathblane

ON REVISITING STRATHBLANE
(inscribed to A. P. Coubrough, Esq., 

Blanefield Printworks)

What feelings come o’er me, what thoughts 
of the past,

As I reach the sequestered, dear valley at last,
And, long years departed, revisit again
The scenes of my boyhood, the braes of 
Strathblane!

How sweet to my eyes are those evergreen hills!
Each object remembered - my inmost heart 
thrills;
Dungoyne and Dunfoyne, with the broad 
Campsie range,
Whate’er else is altered, on these seem no 
change.

The spout of Ballagan still gleams in the sun;
The Blane’s winding waters still merrily run;
The church on the hillside, the works on the 
plain,
With my worthy old master - I see them again!

The past times recalled, in contemplative mood
I visit the spot where my old schoolhouse stood,
And there by the banks of the Netherton burn,
Muse sadly on days that will never return.

While pensiveness deepens, dissolving in tears,
As I stand by the home of those bright sunny 
years,
And think of the loved ones, so trusted and true,
Whom the darkness of death has now shut from 
my view.

But blest be the prospects religion imparts,
Those friends are not lost to our sorrowing 
hearts;
For, like yonder broad hills when the mist veil 
is riven,
We shall see them again, in the dawnlight of 
Heaven!

W. T. McAuslane, Glasgow

Many of you commented on the 
photo and poem about Jenny’s 

Lum in the last issue. Angus Graham 
sent us this poem from the Lennox 
Herald of 10 September 1881. He found 
it in his Grandfather’s notebook.

these is approximately £20,000. To 
allow for greater economy of scale, we 
are working in partnership with Stirling 
Council, who will put the project out to 
tender along with similar projects from 
other communities. 

Our goal is to 
have the equipment 
installed in time for 
the Summer Fair, 
which will be an 
ideal opportunity to 
have a grand opening. 
The initial equipment 
chosen will cater 
for a wide range of 
children but we have 
aspirations to add a 
Flying Fox as soon 
as possible to appeal 

to slightly older children, at an additional 
cost of £7,500. As we should have £3,000 
remaining from the current funds and hope 
very much to receive an additional £3,000 
from The Hugh Fraser Foundation, we 
have a potential shortfall of £1,500 that we 
would like to try and raise.

How can you Help?
This is an exciting venture for our 

community. A project like this can add 

Linda Barclay

With the support of the 
Strathblanefield Community 
Development Trust, Greenheart 

is delighted to announce that we have been 
awarded £23,000 for 
the redevelopment 
of Phase 1 of the 
play park, consisting 
of £15,000 from 
Stirling Council, 
£5,000 from the 
Clackmannanshire 
a n d  S t i r l i n g 
Environment Trust, 
and £3,000 from The 
Robertson Trust. We 
have also submitted 
an application to 
the Hugh Fraser Foundation to which we 
should receive a response by the end of 
April.

How will the money be spent & when 
will the equipment be installed?

The proposal, as outlined in the last 
issue of The Blane, is to purchase a multi-
activity feature together with a chute that 
goes down the banking, and some picnic 
tables and benches. The cost of purchasing 

Good News about the Play Park 
How you can Help!

value to the community by providing a 
welcoming and energetic facility for our 
children to play, a green centre to the 
village where people can meet for a picnic, 
or an opportunity for community cohesion 
and family fun. To raise the remaining 
money, we would like to have a ‘silent 
auction’ on the day of the fair where people 
make written bids against donated items 
during a social gathering. To make this 
work we need donations! And we need 
your participation! The donated items can 
be anything from a bottle of nice wine to 
a week in your alpine time-share. Who’s 
got tickets to a sporting event to donate? Or 
just one of those old wedding presents that 
has never really seen the light of day? Be 
inventive: offer a service such as a night of 
babysitting or sailing lessons! Remember, 
the money we raise through the community 
counts double, as the commitment it 
demonstrates helps lever external funding, 
and we’ll have fun doing it too! 

Two new partners have been recruited 
to the surgery, the first, Dr Jill 
Carmichael, having started at 

the beginning of this month. Dr Gillian 
McLean will be joining us on 7 June. Dr 
Pugh will remain as a partner and available 
for consultations.

Until Dr McLean starts, we will 
continue to employ GPs on a locum basis to 
ensure that we maintain our level of service 
to the community.

Surgery news

Dereck Leitch, Land Services Officer 
at Stirling Council has informed the 
Blane that the Village Officer’s post 

will not be filled. 
There are, however, two mobile teams 

working in the general area and they 
have been doing a good job, despite being 
stretched due to two members being on 
long-term sick leave. As a result, they have 
had to concentrate on shops, play areas and 
school routes.

Mr Veitch said that, because of the 
extreme weather, their large sweepers were 
sidelined and are working hard to catch up. 
The machine was in Strathblane last month 
to clear the worst of the detritus, although 
not all the streets could be covered. He 
said, “I appreciate this is not ideal, though 
if you can bear with us a little bit longer we 
shall endeavour to bring the area up to a 
high standard once again.”

Though nothing is perfect, the village 
has been kept fairly tidy by the mobile 
teams and we appreciate their hard work.

Mobile ‘village officer’
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Sharon McCahill

There were mixed emotions last week 
as Blanefield Budokan Karate Club 
held its last session. It was a family 

affair, as the club celebrated the success 
of brothers and sisters Romy and Kai 
McCahill from Strathblane and Becky 
and Scott McKechnie from Gartocharn, 
who recently participated in the Scottish 
Budokan Karate Gradings in Dumfries.

Jim Fox, who has been running the club 
in Strathblane Primary School for almost 
twenty years, was delighted to see Romy 
and Becky, both 16 years old, awarded 
black belts for their efforts and said, ‘It’s 
always rewarding to observe young people 
develop their skills over the years. The girls 
have been attending the club since they 
were ten years old. Through hard work 

Karate Club kids ‘belt up’
and commitment, both girls have reached 
a very high standard and have potential 
to be Scottish champions.’ Thirteen-year-
olds Scott and Kai were awarded a brown 
and white belt and purple and white belt 
respectively.

Due to its members’ success and in 
order to progress to a level higher than 
black belt, Jim is moving the club to train 
under 7th Dan, Sensei Macgregor, based 
in Airdrie. Kieran McCahill, father of 
Romy and Kai, is also a black belt who 
attended the club. He said, ‘I’ve been 
taking the children to the karate club for 
many years. It has been a wonderful way 
of participating in an activity alongside my 
children and also having fun.’

Although the club is not dissolving, it is 
still the end of an era, and Jim’s presence in 
the village will be sorely missed.

Valerie MacCorquodale

The local Strathblane Scouts group 
would like to say a huge thank 
you to all the local businesses and 

organisations who donated so generously 
again this year to our fundraising events 
over the Christmas period. Glengoyne 
Distillery, Browns, Roots, Chillies, the 
Blane Valley Inn, the Kirkhouse Inn, Dawn 
Richardson Murray, Wendy and Graham 
Ross at Ruby Red (Milngavie precinct) 
and many other individuals all gave kindly. 
Given the prevailing difficult financial 
climate, we are most appreciative of your 
continued support.

We would also like to thank all those 
local people and friends who attended 
these two events and helped to make 
them enjoyable evenings and successful 
fundraisers. Our thanks go to those 
who so kindly gave up their time to help 
decorate, set up and clear the hall which 
was singularly beautiful this year – Ruth 
Reynolds, Wendy and Graham Ross, Sally 
and John Gray, Jim Kennedy, Paul and his 

Thanks from the Scouts
missus and of course George Eastcroft for 
overseeing both events. Our apologies to 
anyone whose name we have forgotten to 
mention.

More than £600 was raised between 
the Christmas disco and the Hogmanay 
Family Fling. This money will, as always, 
go towards helping our fantastic volunteers 
and leaders provide our young boys with 
valuable learning opportunities and fun 
activities. £130 was also raised and donated 
to the charity Starlight, which grants 
special wishes to terminally ill children 
and provides them and their families with 
some badly needed respite and support.

The Scouts fundraising committee is 
always heartened by the village’s support 
for our fundraising efforts. We are keen 
to encourage new volunteers to bring new 
ideas to the table and to come along to our 
monthly meetings and get involved in some 
very rewarding activities. 

If you feel you have something to offer 
and would like to join our fundraising 
team, please contact us at: 
valmcqd@yahoo.co.uk.

Graeme Ross

Along with most 
outdoor sport, 
we got knocked 

for six by that incredible 
spell of weather at the 
turn of the year. I don’t 
ever remember having 
a whole month without 
play being possible before. If you noticed 
people walking about the village with 
nothing to do and glum expressions, it 
wasn’t necessarily teenagers, but could 
easily have been tennis players. Thankfully 
the thaw duly arrived and actually since 
then there have been some really lovely 
days for being outside. We are, however, 
fortunate to have the indoor winter league 
to give us the opportunity of some well-
deserved ‘proper’ tennis. It is always very 
inspiring to go to Stirling University to 
play, as the facilities are excellent and it is 
always full of young people bursting with 
energy and enthusiasm for a whole host of 
sports. We share their enthusiasm, some of 
their energy but sadly little of their youth! 
Anyway, on a cold winter’s evening, it 
is just nice to get to play a good match 
unmolested by the elements.

Our Spring coaching will be starting in 
March and running through until the end 
of June. Places are always much in demand 
for all age groups including adults, so if you 
wish to take part please speak with Sally 
Gray (771031) sooner rather than later.

You can contact me on 771571.

Tennis Club
Wendy Hamilton

We are well into our Guiding 
Centenary celebrations, with lots 
of events happening all over the 

UK. On 28 February, Guides, Brownies 
and Rainbows from Endrick Division 
gathered at Killearn Kirk for Thinking Day 
Centenary celebrations. This is a once-
in-a-hundred-years event – one not to be 
missed.

The Rainbows are busy as usual – we 
have just finished a ‘Change the World’ 
badge. The girls learned about hospices, 
planted Marie Curie daffodils and raised 
money for Strathcarron Hospice.

We had a ‘cool-camp-in’ at Christmas, 
where we sang carols by the campfire.

All year, we are taking part in 
Adventure 100, a special centenary 
badge where the girls take part in various 
challenges. Each week we will accumulate 
points, eventually totalling 100 points. So 
far we are doing well and have 40 points!

We visited the primary 7 panto in 
January and had a great time.

The final news is that after 20 years 
in Guiding I have decided to hang up my 
neckie and resign my post as Strathblane 
Rainbow leader. I have had a fantastic eight 
years as Rainbow Guider in Strathblane 
(and also with the previous 12 years as a 
Brownie leader in King’s Park, Glasgow) 
and hope that a replacement can be found 
soon. I plan to resign at the end of 2010, 
which will allow me to complete the 
Adventure 100 challenge and finalise the 
2010 accounts. The 5–7-year-old girls in 
the village really need the fun, confidence-
building and friendship that a Rainbow 
unit can provide, so I am optimistic that a 
replacement can be found before December.

Rainbows change 
the world

Susan McDonald

Strathblane Bowling Club will be 
opening for the 2010 season on 
Saturday 17 April at 2 pm. The 

Ladies opening day is Sunday 18 April at 
2 pm.

Anyone who would like an interest that 
combines skills, an enjoyable (and varied) 
social programme and exercise in a lovely 
open-air setting, please come and join us. 
You will be made most welcome.

Members’ evening is on a Monday at 
6.30 pm commencing in early May, when 
coaching is available for new members.

For more information please contact 
me on 770063.

Bowling Club

Want to learn more 
about your camera?
Ballagan Studio Spring 

and Summer Workshops at 
Mugdock Country Park

Third weekend in April and 
last weekend in May

Contact Martin Shields at 
martin.shields@me.com

Jane McCallum

The winter session of Brownies is 
well under way and as usual this is a 
very busy session with Burns night, 

Shrove Tuesday, Mother’s Day and Easter 
among other important dates to contend 
with! In addition, this term is when the 
annual census is taken, keeping 
Claire busy and somewhat stressed! 
As part of the census, we have to 
pay £25 to the Guide Association 
for every Brownie and leader in the 
unit: this is taken from the annual 
subscription. We currently have 27 
Brownies with a waiting list of those 
waiting to start. Again the majority of 
the girls are 7 and 8 years old which 
can make providing a varied and 
interesting programme for all ages 
slightly more challenging. 

We had a fantastic Burns supper 
in January. After listening to 
Ruaridh and Ryan play the bagpipes, 
Imogen MacDonald demonstrated 
a highland fling and sword dance 
before teaching us a few basic steps. 
This was followed by the traditional 
haggis, neeps and tatties, shortbread and 
tablet before we finished the night off with 
a dashing white sergeant! Thanks to all 
who made this a great night! 

We had a belated Pancake Day 
celebration as we were on holiday on the 
real day on 16th Feb. However pancake 
tossing is a firm favourite with girls of all 
ages so we couldn’t miss it! Only a few 
ended up on the floor! 

February the 22nd is Thinking day, 
where the girlguiding organisation thinks 
of others within guiding throughout the 
world. This year’s theme was ‘One world 
one beat’. Each unit had to find out about a 

particular country and draw that country’s 
flag. As we have Sigrid who is from the 
Netherlands helping us we chose to find 
out about Holland. We spent several weeks 
finding out about Brownies in Holland, 
as well as Dutch customs and foods. We 
wrote penpal letters to the Brownie unit 
Sigrid helps with, and are expectantly 
waiting their replies! We painted Dutch 
flags to take to the special Endrick division 
Centenary Thinking Day service held 
on 28th February in Killearn Kirk. We 
swapped our flags with the other units in 
the area so have a good collection of flags 

from Malawi, Russia, Jamaica and Chile to 
name a few! This year’s Thinking Day fund 
will be used to support those living with 
HIV in Africa. Thanks to all the Brownies 
who attended the service and behaved so 
well! 

We still have a busy few weeks ahead 
as we tackle the hostess badge en masse – 
parents be warned! 

Thanks to the parent helpers who take 
their turn on the rota each week. Please 
remember to let us know if you can’t 
manage to take your turn so we can arrange 
for someone else to take your place – this is 
to ensure the safety of the girls. Thanks too 
to Ruth and Hazel who have volunteered to 
take over from Claire and me when we step 
down after the summer. They are both in 
the process of becoming warranted leaders. 

If you would like to help in any way, 
or put your daughter’s name on the waiting 
list, please contact Claire (771816) or me 
(771281). 

Graeme Ross

We continue to meet each Tuesday 
evening (6-7pm & 7-8pm) at 
Balfron Campus and offer junior 

coaching for all ages from P4 upwards. The 
coaches that we use are first class and work 
hard to make sure that not only do all the 
players improve their skills, but also have 
an enjoyable hour. Equipment is provided 
so it is a very easy activity to give a try.  
Please give me a call on 771571 if you 
wish more details.

Avril Sandilands

Beaver Scouting is all about having 
fun, making friends and learning 
new skills. Youngsters start to 

gain some independence while trying out 
many different activities and experiencing 
new adventures. They follow a balanced 
programme, earning Challenge Awards and 
Activity Badges, but the most important 
parts are joining in and trying their best.

The fun includes going on visits, making 
things, playing games and exploring the 
world around them. They learn about other 
people and about themselves. 

Beavers don’t go camping but they can 
have a sleepover indoors, somewhere near 
home. Boys and girls aged 6 or 7 can become 
a Beaver Scout and around the time of their 
8th birthday, Beavers ‘swim up’ to Cubs to 
continue on their path through Scouting.

That is how the Scout Association sees 
Beaver Scouting and our colony in 

Strathblane tries to adhere to this. So 
much so that this session we are already 
planning field trips to Mugdock and 
Auchengillan to try our hand at indoor 
climbing and beaver orienteering. We 
are arranging visits to and from various 
emergency and charity organisations, and 
we are in the process of organising our 
first ever BEAVER SLEEPOVER! All this 
and we still have time for fun and games. 
Are you interested?  Want to join either as 
a beaver (there are still a few spaces) or 
helper (volunteers needed) - then call me 
on 771082. Or better still, call in and see us 
on a Monday night from 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
in the scout hall.

Eager Beavers
Jane McCallum

Lynn Wishart is stepping down from 
Guides in June after several years of 
service. She will be sadly missed. 

Unfortunately Guides in the village 
will end as no-one has yet volunteered to 
take over. This would be a great loss for 
Strathblane and Blanefield as there is a 
long history of guiding within the villages. 
There are currently 17 girls who enjoy 
Guides with many more at Brownies and 
Rainbows – the Guides of tomorrow.  

An Urgent meeting is being held in the 
Scout Hall on Tuesday 20th April at 7:15pm 
to discuss the future of 1st Strathblane 
Guides. We would urge anyone who has 
children, relatives or friends in Guides, 
Brownies or Rainbows to come along to 
the meeting. Or if you have previously been 
a member of Girlguiding, or are interested 
in taking an active role in Guides, please 
come along. There will be no more Guides 
in the village unless someone takes over 
from Lynn. In Guiding’s centenary year 
this would be a great shame.   

Katy, Iona, Halle, Connie, Kathryn, Samantha 
and Jessica at the Thinking Day service in Killearn

Scout Spring Sale
Scout Hall

Saturday 20 March 
2–4 pm

It’s that time of year again and our 
Spring Sale is almost upon us. Its time 

to gut out your garage and clean out your 
cupboards! We need your unwanted/
unused ‘surplus stuff’ to sell.

We take toys, books, bric-a-brac, 
kitchen utensils, plants, crockery, 
pictures, electrical items and small items 
of furniture (if it can’t go into the back of 
a car, it’s too big!) Sorry, no clothing or 
‘white goods’ can be accepted.

Please bring your ‘stuff’ along to the 
Scout Hall on Thursday and Friday, 18 
and 19 March, 7–9 pm, or 10–12 on the 
morning of the sale itself. All proceeds 
from this sale go to the upkeep of the 
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers in this village. 
Please help us to continue this good 
work. Many thanks!

As mentioned in the last issue 
of the Blane, 2009–2010 is 

Girlguiding’s centenary. We would 
be delighted to hear your stories and 
experiences of Guiding in the village. 
If you have any stories, photos or 
memorabilia you would like to share 
please contact Jane (771281), Claire 
(771816) or Morag Roy (770863).

Guiding memories

Balfron Wild 
Wolves Hockey 
Club

Meeting to decide the 
future of the Guides  
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H o m e  v i s i t s  c a n  b e 
a r r a n g e d  t o  s u i t

Johanna Hall

I can’t sew a straight line!  Now you 
might think that would be a bit of a 
problem if you made quilts but it’s just 

taken me the 22 years since I made my first 
quilt to see it as something positive – in 
fact a virtue! 

Yes, the world of quilting is as diverse as 
the needle-wielding characters who inhabit 
it. Some are very stylish (not talking about 
myself here), some are traditional, some 
are cutting edge and some are even ... men.

I think what prompted me to make my 
first quilt was the idea of something being 

an heirloom and handed down through the 
years in this disposable world we live in. 
In fact this was a bit of a lofty idea and my 
mum (bless her) loved my first effort when 
it was delivered to her on mother’s day 
1988 (after two years in the making). I am 
sure her reaction was just the same when 
my first effort of a Blue Peter pen holder 
was offered up some years earlier. The quilt 
was quite pretty actually, all hand-pieced 
and sewn and with a geometric pattern.

I should mention here that after this 

first quilt I realised I was geometrically, 
not to mention mathematically, 
challenged ... you realise this when you 
have to make your second trip back to 
the shop for more fabric even though 
the calculations looked fine. And who 
thought you could go wrong with 
squares? But it’s still keeping us warm 
after all this time, if a little worn.
However, the whole process of quilt 
making was very soothing and relaxing, 
so the quilts kept coming. It was my son 
who pushed me in the direction of picture 
and story quilts. While I was pregnant I 
started fabric painting an alphabet quilt. 
This provided a fine double bed sized 
specimen (maths again!), not ideal for the 
cot! However, it was great to play on and 
tell stories about the 
characters which 
appeared on it. As I 
have always written 
and illustrated for 
children, it seemed 
a natural progression 
to transfer some of 
the stories onto fabric 
and make them into 
quilts. For some 
a swimming pool 
and a burping frog 
might seem unlikely 
subject matter but for 
me what else would 
go on a quilt?

Stories have been 
tied up with 

quilts for ever. The 
geometric block 
quilts have stories 
attached to each block 
– struggles, protest 
and great joys have all been documented 
through quilts. Anyone who has ever made 
a scrap quilt from discarded material and 
clothes knows each scrap of fabric tells 
its own story. There is even a quilter who 
writes down what’s happening to her on 
scraps of cloth as she is 
making the quilt (stories, 
events, anniversaries 
etc.). These are then sewn 
inside the quilt, not seen 
but just there, and a whole 
layer of stories lies under 
the surface ready to be 
revealed when the quilt 
falls apart... wonderful.

Not everyone 
understands the hobby: 
my long-suffering 
husband still lingers at 
the door of the fabric 
shop pleading, ‘But you 
already have green fabric’. 
As anyone who quilts will 
tell you, you can never 
have too much fabric for 
your stash. (Yes, that’s 
what it’s called, sounds a 
bit drug-related but there 
you go). It’s also a bit 
messy and many a hoover 
has come to grief clogged 
with thread.

The quilt I am finishing a the moment 
is a snapshot of 2008 (not everything is fast 
in this life). I asked everyone in the family 
to draw or paint something on it and waited 
to see what would turn up. My husband 
painted a small guitar, my mother had a 
cup of coffee and my son painted a huge 

red car. I painted my 
garden, badminton, 
and oh yes me on a 
tightrope (new job 
that year – read into 
that what you will). 
Do others get it? That 
doesn’t matter: it’s 
my quilt, my story, 
my squintly lines, 
but it has something 
from people I love on 
it and it has meaning 
for me. And oh yes, 
it will be cosy. What 
more can a person 
ask from a few scraps 
of fabric?

So why not try 
it out for yourself: 
capture your stories, 
use up your old 
clothes and have a 
go. There are lots of 
books out there and 

some great teachers. Have a look on the 
web and have a look at the Loch Lomond 
Quilt Show when it comes in May. Let’s 
face it, you don’t even have to be able to 
sew a straight line.

Linda Barclay

Join us as the Strathblanefield Summer Fair transforms Strathblane 
Primary into Europe for the day, a theme that supports part of the school 
curriculum. This is a community event with something for everyone. 
At 12:00 there will be a European-themed Parade with the children 

dressing up in national costumes. From 12-3pm there will be stalls featuring 
local merchants and organisations, food with a European flair, craft making 
and games, and storytelling sessions with tales from Europe. We will again 
provide inflatable attractions such as a Gladiator Duel and Bungee Run. In the 
late afternoon there will be rock bands performing in the Village Club, which 
will appeal to teenagers. In the evening, back by popular demand, there will 
be live performances by The Buffs and The Elderly Brothers, plus a children’s 
cinema, a beer tent and a BBQ. 

So come on out and join the community for what is sure to be a fun and 
exciting event!

Money raised by the school will go towards purchasing interactive 
whiteboards and there will be a silent auction in the evening to raise funds 
for the redevelopment of the local play park.

Summer Fair 2010
Mark Your Calendar for a Great Fun Day Out on 
Sat, 5 June, 12.00 – 22.30

2010 Strathblanefield Summer Fair
Saturday 5 June Primary School

• BBQ, Café
• Inflatables
• Ice Cream
• Story Telling
• Live Music
• Beer Tent
• European Food
• Fun Activities for the Whole Family

Be there or be square!

It’s all about the stories

Where am I?

 Answer above left
Bridge on the cycle track towards Lennoxtown. If you didn’t know the answer, 
it’s time to get out and walk or cycle. You are missing something!

How Dinosaurs became extinct.
The very first “senior moment”

O, crumbs!
Was that

TODAY?

Taking a bow at the 
Blane Valley Players 
show, above: Murray 
O’Donnell, Rhona 
McColl, Janice Allan, 
Jack Smith, Billy 
Ferguson and Bobby 
Poole in the one act 
play.

Left and right: 
Jill Allardice and 
Malcolm Ferguson 
singing their solos in 
the variety show.

Taking a bow
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Alphabet quilt
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Ian Wright and Alan Murray sent us the photo of the 
Gowk Stane as we have never seen it; Malcolm Button 
took the berries (above) and the Church. Alastair Smith 
took the view of Dumbrock Drive and the editor snapped 
the Arrochar Alps from the Boards Farm road.

Claire Fischbacher discovered that the moon is a 
balloon and that two sheep on the Campsies were 
playing a game with it.

Mary Brailey captured this beautiful scene from her garden

Mary Baird sent this photograph of the birds in front 
of her home in Netherblane.

This chap was photographed by Claire 
Fischbacher, as were the two Campsie pictures

Winter wonderland 2010
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We don’t think of the Campsies as being 
dangerous as far as avalanches are 
concerned. Martin McCallum writes about 
the dangers on the Scottish hills from these 
on page 23. Bob Sharp has sent us this 
wee snippet to highlight the 
fact that avalanches can be 
a hazard even on our own 
local hills. 

From the road they look 
tiny if barely visible 
but close up, whilst 

still small, they would have 
easily killed anyone caught 
in their path. 

The avalanches are 
typically known as ‘sloughs’, 

Maggie Ferguson, Mugdock Ranger

Jenny’s Lum is well-known for its ‘smoking’ in high winds from the south-west 
(see last issue).  What’s less common in these days of milder winters is for it to 
freeze over.
 The recent protracted cold spell has allowed it to do just that and, with the aid of 

a couple of ices axes and crampons, make it climbable. This season has seen several 
ascents, the first in many years, and what Jenny’s Lum lacks in height and dramatic 
setting, it makes up for in verticality and equally as important, a short walk from 
the car. Our photograph shows Helen Lundie on the ice when she climbed with Ally 
Corbett. They are both members of the local mountain rescue team.          

Jenny’s Lum as we don’t often see it

Avalanche hazard on the Campsies
meaning quite tiny.  The largest I came 
across was about 15 metres wide with a 
full depth break about 1 metre in depth 
with the snow giving way right down 
to the underlying ground.  The debris 

some 50 metres down the 
hill would have weighed 
very many tons.

I’ve just carried out 
the largest survey of 

avalanches in Scotland 
(30 year time period) and 
readers may be interested 
to know a few facts which 

Richard Arnold 

The new season will open on 11 April. 
The newly appointed Committee for 
2010 has already started work on the 

events for this busy forthcoming season.
Apart from the usual club race series 

and regattas, the Flying Fifteen Scottish 
Championships will be hosted  on the 
weekend of 8/9 May. This was last held 
here in 2004 – see photo attached. We look 
forward to welcoming the enthusiastic and 
competitive Flying Fifteen sailors again.

Later in the year on Saturday October 
23rd.  we will again host the final race 
of the Solo Travellers series and we look 
forward also to this.

Needless to say, both of the above 
classes are well represented within the club 
fleet, so local sailors will compete at both 

Loch Ard Sailing Club
events.

The club has 
recently celebrated 
40 yrs of successful  
operation and has 
held regattas in 
the past for several 
d i f fer ing classes 
during this time. In 
the early days this 
was predominantly 
for Mirrors, then 
a number of Enterprise Bluebell events. 
Last year after a long absence the 
Mirrors returned to hold their Scottish 
Championship.

Notwithstanding the active racing 
programme, the club is family friendly with 
a relatively shallow and generally sheltered 
foreshore where children can play. There 

Avalanches like these on the 
Campsies can kill

are perhaps contrary to popular belief:
 • In the past 30 years there have been 157 
recorded avalanche incidents in which 
58 people (14%) have lost their lives and 
230 injured (54%).  One third of all those 
involved escape injury.
• Avalanche incidents represent 2% of all 
recorded mountaineering incidents.
• The number of avalanche incidents is 
declining.  This is reflected in falling 
numbers of incidents, number of people 
involved as well as numbers injured and 
dying.  The number of incidents as a 
proportion of all mountaineering incidents 
is also falling.
• More avalanche incidents take place 
in the month of February than any other 
month in the year (35%).
• Avalanche incidents can take place at any 
time within a six months period in the year 
– late October to late April.
• Walkers and climbers are equally at risk
• Almost 70% of all incidents take place in 
three areas – Ben Nevis, Glencoe and the 
Cairngorms.

are a number of club-owned boats available 
to club members and we are able to offer 
basic training to novice sailors. 

The club is open to all dinghy classes 
and we will be pleased to meet prospective 
new members any Sunday afternoon 
during the season or via our website www.
lochard.org.uk. ( 770006

Jude Gregor

The reunion was a resounding success. 
Over 80 ladies, mostly associated 
with children’s organisations in the 

village in the 80s and 90s, came along, 
and spent a thorougly enjoyable few hours 
catching up with ‘old’ friends. It was 
great to see so many people - mums, the 
playgroup leaders, ‘youngsters’ of that 
time and former teachers. At the present 
count we raised the amazing amount of just 
over £1,600, all of which is being donated 
to Andrew Eastcroft. 

As I wrote in the last edition, Andrew 
suffered a freak accident in October 2008 
which has left him paralysed from the 
diaphragm down. He’s shown incredible 
resilience and determination in coping 
with this, carrying on his life in as ‘normal’ 
a way as possible - working, socialising, 
keeping his upper body fit and strong, 
even skiing! In addition to the added 
costs of everyday life, his positive attitude 
has brought hidden problems - NHS 
wheelchairs aren’t made to be pounded on 
the cycle paths of Arthur’s Seat, and he has 
already worn out a couple! So the money 
raised will be put towards one motorised 
wheel (a mere £2,000 each!) to help him 
go uphill and prevent shoulder injury. It’s 
satisfying for everyone to actually see a 
postive outcome for the money raised.

Huge thanks for the success of the 
night are due firstly to everyone who came 
and so generously donated;  all the local 
businesses who donated raffle prizes; 

Mums’ reunion fund raising night

loft insulation fitted because 
they do not want the bother of 
clearing the loft or don’t want to 
lose the storage space - so we are 
investigating what we can do to 
help with clearing the lofts and 
also what alternative insulation 
measures can be used to allow you 
to retain the flooring in your loft.

You can keep up to date with 
the project on www.bveep.org.uk.

Renewable energy
To develop the energy theme 

further, the Blane Valley Carbon 
Neutral Group (BVCNG) is 
planning a feasibility study into 
generating renewable energy 
from local natural resources. This 
is a theoretical, desk-top study, 
a ‘fishing trip’ to see if there is 
any potential worth considering 
further. Updates will appear on 
the BVCNG page on the village 
website and in the next issue of the 
Blane. 

The BVCNG welcomes new 
members. We can be contacted at 
cn@strathblanefield.org.uk.

Keith Hutton

The Blane Valley Energy Efficiency 
Project has started to take kerbside 
thermographic images of houses, 

and has covered two-thirds of the streets 
in the centre of the village. This has taken 
longer than we expected, waiting for the 
right weather conditions. Those homes 
who have had a visit from an energy 
advisor, and for which we have taken a 
thermal image, will by now have received a 
home energy report with the thermographic 
image of their house, an estimated carbon 
footprint, notes on suggested actions and 
energy-saving tips.

We have helped eight homes to have 
grant-assisted insulation fitted. So if you 
would be interested in having a visit from 
one of the energy advisors please contact 
us at admin@bveep.org.uk, or call Alan 
Sharpe on 07813 026437 or Philip Graves 
on 07798 935686.

We now also have a number of smart 
meters to lend out 
free of charge - most 
people are finding that 
these are very helpful 
to identify ways to 
cut their energy costs. 
Contact us if you 
would like to borrow 
one.

We have found 
that a number of 
people are put off the 
prospect of having 

Poorly insulated village homes leak heat

Contact the Energy Efficiency 
Project to arrange a visit from 
an energy advisor or to borrow 
a smart meter: email admin@
bveep.org.uk, or call Alan 
Sharpe on 07813 026437 or 
Philip Graves on 07798 935686. Are your energy bills going through the roof?

Are your heating costs off the wall? The different 
colours thermal image in the thermal image show 
different temperatures – and can help to identify 
where heat is being lost. White, red and yellow are 
the warmer areas, where more heat is escaping; blue 
and purple are cooler, and losing less heat.

everyone who came along and brought 
raffle prizes, bottles of wine and books - 
and then bought them back!; Lynda and 
George who provided delicious Papa John’s 
pizza (Andrew was actually in Florida 
at a Papa John’s award ceremony that 
evening); Lorna Buchanan who brought 
along jewellry and gave a donation. We are 
lucky to have such a great and generous 
community.

Some of the many mums who were at the 
Playgroup reunion in the Village Club: top 
l to r: Marion Hole, Jane Gibson, Gwen 
Allardice, Lynne James; Elspeth Posnett, 
Julie Hutchison, Carol Craig, Delma 
Bottomley; Bottom l to r: Pat Orr, Sandra 
Allan, Jude Gregor; and past (but not past 
it) teachers Nan Hume, Georgina Marshall 
and Alison Moffat. 
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DHL

The festive season from mid December 
2009 to mid January 2010 turned out 
to be a trying one for most wildlife 

in the valley. Nocturnal temperatures 
frequently fell to –15°C, diurnal sub-zero 
temperatures continued for weeks and 
substantial snow falls occurred on several 
occasions, resulting in severe deprivation 
for many bird species normally resident 
in and around the valley. The greatest 
hazard for small birds is a major fall in 
body temperature resulting in sluggish 
movements, increased vulnerability to 
infection and predators both avian and 
mammalian, and occasionally death from 
heart failure. Body temperature in birds 
(and indeed mammals) is a function of the 
body surface area: the smaller the bird the 
greater the difficulty it has in maintaining 
a steady core temperature throughout 
the long cold nights of winter. Thus the 
smaller garden birds such as Long-tailed 
Tits, Goldcrests and Wrens are particularly 
vulnerable to severe prolonged overnight 
cold snaps. These birds may die directly 
as a consequence of this fall or indirectly 
due to extremely sluggish behaviour 
arising especially during the early morning 
when they are trying but have yet to find 
sufficient food to raise their temperatures to 
acceptable levels sufficient to avoid them 
becoming attractive morsels for others! 
Notable beneficiaries of this sad state are 
sparrowhawks, crows and magpies, as well 
as the local cat population.

One way to help such small birds is 
to provide adequate 
feeding in the form 
of small seeds, fat 
balls and other readily 
accessible calories 
during severe cold 
snaps. Fat balls are 
particularly good for 
this purpose as they 
provide ready access to 
substantial calories. In 
the severe weather we 
experienced recently 
such delicacies are best 
hung near the house 
where a bit of warmth 
may protect them from being completely 
frozen overnight and the eaves of the 
houses protect the fat from being covered 
regularly in fresh snow. The location of any 
available foodstuff should also take into 
account the need to shelter feeding birds 
from hungry sparrowhawks by providing 
suitable cover to escape such unwelcome 
attention. For small birds like the Long-
tailed Tits, leaving nest boxes outside over 
winter can save lives directly by providing 
shelter overnight.

Larger birds such as Chaffinches and 
Linnets are also at risk from falling core 
body temperatures, albeit with a later onset, 
during hard spells of frost and snow. As 
small birds generally have the capability to 
recover populations rapidly in subsequent 
summer seasons, drastic long-term overall 
population reductions are infrequently 
found within a year after a single severe 
winter such as we experienced recently. 

This would not be the case, though, should 
a number of cold winters follow one 
another in rapid succession.

Unusual garden visitors
Another feature 

of local gardens in a 
prolonged cold spell is 
the sudden appearance 
of a wide variety of 
birds not normally 
associated with 
gardens. For example, 
recently there has been 
a substantial increase 
in the numbers of 
Bullfinches appearing 
in and around gardens 
trying to see if they can uncover any new 
sources of food. In my own garden a flock 
of twelve were seen together at one time in 
January. They were successful in finding 
seeds discarded by other more aggressive 
finches and tits. They also seemed to find 
a significant number of insects lying on 
the top of the frozen snow to supplement 
their diet in difficult times. Similarly, in 
recent years Lesser Redpolls have become 
a regular sight in local gardens. These 
lovely small birds have thrived in the last 
few years and it is to be hoped that their 
numbers will be maintained despite the 
difficulties of this severe winter.

Larger birds too can get into trouble 
in these circumstances due to difficulties 
in maintaining access to adequate food 
supplies. The Blackbird family (including 
Thrushes, Fieldfare, Redwing and 

Mistle Thrush) are 
particularly prone to 
this aspect of severe 
winters, as there are 
substantial numbers of 
all resident birds which 
are supplemented by 
Fieldfare and Redwing 
migrating here from the 
near continent to winter 
and eat the resident 
species’ normal 
supplies of berries. The 
best way to circumvent 
this is by ensuring that 
adequate supplies of 

their favourite foods are available for all. 
Fieldfare and Redwing have been common 
in and about the valley this winter and they 
rely on our berries for sustenance.

This year I had two special treats as 
I nursed a cold indoors when keeping an 
alert eye out for birds visiting my garden. 
A particularly gratifying sighting was of 
two adult Jays in the wood immediately 
behind my perimeter fence. These birds 
are few and far between in the valley, being 
found largely in areas with oak trees (of 
which there are some in Mugdock Park), 
and along the pipeline from Blanefield to 
Killearn. To see two in one garden in the 
village is thrilling and brings hope that the 
species may extend its range within the 
valley in the coming years.

Another very unusual sight on several 
mornings was of a Woodcock rummaging 
about in the exposed leaf litter under several 
of the sycamore trees in the wood where 

the snow had blown free or been caught 
on branches above ground level. These 
are game-like relatives of snipe weighing 
about 300g. The birds breed sparsely in the 
valley, usually in wood margins. They are 
most frequently seen near their nests in the 
mornings when disturbed by hillwalkers 
who are trying to find suitable routes 
through the woods onto the hills, and by 

casual walkers at wood 
margins around dusk 
in the summer when 
the birds may be seen 
displaying to their 
mates. They are well-
camouflaged birds with 
streaked brown feathers 
over their backs and 
barred brown heads 
which are often missed 
unless seen during 

active movements. When stationary they 
can be completely overlooked as they blend 
in superbly well with the background. Some 
50% of the UK population of woodcock live 
in Scotland mainly in areas of extensive 
open woodland, but they are frequently 
missed even by careful observers. They 
feed mainly on insects and earthworms 
which they find by probing the ground 
with their long sensitive bills – not an easy 
task when the temperatures are so low over 
prolonged periods. In these conditions they 
concentrate on extensive areas of leaf litter 
to keep their calorie intake up to adequate 
levels.

Frozen lochs
Even large birds can find the severe 

winter weather challenging. In particular 
water birds such as herons may find their 
customary streams frozen solid and thus 
of no assistance in providing a source of 
nourishment. Likewise the local freshwater 
lochs become frozen solid and their 
populations of duck, coots, moorhens, and 
cormorants are forced to move to local 
large rivers to find food and water. The 
banks of the Clyde are an excellent place 
to visit in such conditions, as these species, 
along with most of our waders, congregate 
there over the winter (or at least for the 
length of the big freeze). For enthusiastic 
birdwatchers one place to visit during a 
severe spell of frost affecting local lochs 
is Hogganfield Loch near Stepps on the 
old A80, where there is always some water 
kept open for the local resident swans and 
captive geese which are fed well by local 
residents and parks department staff. To 
these resident species are added a wide 
variety of duck that are normally much 
harder to see. Indeed in bright weather 
this area is a bird photographer’s paradise 
as beautiful close-up shots can be taken of 
many of our winter ducks including Tufted 
Duck, Goldeneye, Red-breasted Merganser 
and Goosander.

Let us hope that this severe winter 
weather is not a portent of what is to come 
in the near future. Birds can relatively easily 
adapt to gradual changes in the environment, 
but more rapid changes, particularly those 
that involve warmer summers and colder 
winters, could create great difficulties for 
them. Yet this is what is predicted by the 
climate change gurus. It seems that we are 
in for interesting times ahead.

A difficult winter
Susan McDonald

Hopefully, spring is just around the 
corner. Lovely and seasonal as the 
snow was at Christmas time it went 

on a shade too long for my liking and the 
intense cold has lasted even 
longer. Not good news for our 
garden plants!

I wonder, looking out on 
my garden, how many of my 
plants will have succumbed to 
the prolonged freezing weather. 
I certainly know that my pots of 
lovely architectural Phormiums 
etc. look very dead.

The cheap way to grow perennials
If you have gaps in your borders 

brought about by the severe winter why not 
try growing some replacements from seed. 
Seed-grown perennials can take years to 
bloom, but a select few can reach flowering 
in their first season. It is well worth having 
a try as the price difference between a 
single plant from the garden centre and 
a packet of seeds is quite considerable. 
Growing these speedy perennials could not 
be simpler. All you need are a few plant 
pots, some good quality seed compost and 
a warm windowsill. Sown now, the fastest 
will be putting on their first show by late 
May – that is as quick as an annual but with 
the benefits of a perennial. Here are some 
varieties you may wish to try:

• Echinacea Purpurea ‘Magnus’ – a 
deep pink cone flower.

• Berlandiera Lyrata ‘Chocolate 
Daisy’ – chocolate-scented blooms with 
unusual green ruffles.

• Achillea Millefolium – ‘Summer 
Berries misc.’

• Verbena Rigida – forms a short 
loose hummock, 45–60cm tall, of cerise 
flowers.

• Coreopsis ‘Early Sunrise’ – 
double bright yellow flowers.

• Lupin Regalis ‘Morellow Cherry’ 
– this striking lupin shines out in a mixed 

border with bold red flower spikes. A single 
plant will make up to six spikes around one 
metre tall in its first year.

Sow seeds in seed compost. Check 
pack instructions to see if your seeds need 
to be covered. If so, use a sieve to sift a 
fine covering of compost over them. Write 
a label to identify the variety. Stand pots 
(or trays) in water until compost darkens. 
Seal them inside a clear plastic bag or 
propagator. This helps to keep the compost 
moist and the atmosphere humid. Place 
them in a warm light spot which stays 
around 20°C. A bright windowsill should 
be fine. Once the first leaves appear, 
open the propagator (or bag) to reduce 
the humidity – too much at this stage can 
cause fungal problems. Grow them on, 
turning the pots every few days to stop the 
seedlings stretching to the light or transfer 
them to a frost-free greenhouse.

Things to do now to tidy up your garden

Mary Brailey

It’s hardly believable that we’re 
already nearing the end of the 2009/10 
gardening club session.
At our February meeting, James Allan 

from Coalburn in Lanarkshire 
showed us how he works 
miracles raising show-stopping 
– and prize-winning – begonias 
in his greenhouse. A man of 
many talents – a piper, joiner, 
and general do-it-yourselfer, 
as well as vice-president of 
the Scottish Begonia Society 
– James assured us that we 

could all produce eight-inch blooms like 
his, leaving us all with something of a 
challenge.

At its 26 March meeting the club will 
hear from Carol Rowe, who will talk about 
the rhododendrons in her 20-acre garden, 
Kilarden on the Gareloch and Rosneath 

peninsular. Non-members welcome, for a 
small charge of £2.

At the AGM on 30 April the club will 
be looking for a new Secretary to take over 
from Freda Hamilton who has been doing 
such a sterling job for us. Our president 
Tom Turner would also welcome the chance 
to step down! If you are interested, please 
contact Freda on 770767 or Tom Turner on 
771433 for a chat about what’s involved.

Two summer trips have been organised. 
In mid-June (date to be confirmed) we’re 
off to Rumbling Bridge Nursery in Kinross; 
and Saturday 3 July will see us heading for 
the garden at East Lugtonridge Farm in 
Ayrshire. These visits both cost £10, and 
non-members will be welcome if there are 
spare places.

In the meantime, club members are 
busy preparing plants for the forthcoming 
plant sale on 8 May, and we are also helping 
the primary school with its new gardening 
projects.

Gardening Club

Tidy up the roses, cutting out any 
damaged or dead shoots. Cut down 
ornamental grasses to ground level to make 
way for new shoots. Cut back your clematis 
if they are mid to late flowering varieties. 
Look for strong buds near the base and 
cut just above them. Prune wisteria, 
deadhead winter bedding, lift and divide 
any congested perennials. Prune mahonia 
and winter jasmine once they have finished 
flowering. Buy snowdrops in the green and 
divide established clumps. Sow sweet peas 
indoors. Prepare borders for sowing hardy 
annuals. Feed fruit trees and bushes now 
with sulphate of potash. Pot up lily bulbs, 
liatris, encomis, canna and any summer 
bulbs you wish to plant.

Put up a new bird nesting box so the 
birds have time to get used to it.

Most of all, look forward to watching 
your garden come to life once more.
Happy gardening.

Spring cheer

Bob Sharp

Well, if you’re thinking of the 
Scottish band then the answer 
would be no. Though there is 

a connection with what I’m about to say. 
But for now let’s think about the land 
and not music. Runrig was a system of 
land occupation practised in northern and 
western Britain, especially Skye. The 
name refers to the ridge and furrow pattern 
characteristic of this system, with alternating 
‘runs’ (furrows) and ‘rigs’ (ridges). In 
some parts of Scotland, especially where 
arable farming was abandoned and the 
land surface has remained unchanged, the 
characteristic corrugated topography of 
runrig is still visible. There is a particularly 
well-preserved example at the Braid Hills 
golf course in Edinburgh.

Whilst this system of cultivation 
was used by some crofters into the 20th 
century, it really disappeared with the 
introduction of the Highland Clearances 

and the decline of the clan. 
My understanding is that the 
raised ridges were created 
by digging the soil from the 
furrow. This made for good 
drainage but, more important, 
meant there was a sufficient 
depth of topsoil to grow crops. 
Without this system the depth 
across the land would be too 
poor to grow decent crops. It 
also meant that when the land 
was shared amongst crofters 
each got their fair share of 
arable ground.

So, to Blanefield. There are 
three locations in and around the village 
where I’ve seen runrigs. One is especially 
prominent and I’ve included a picture to 
show it. The picture shows a strip of land 
adjacent to Loch Ardinning. If you cross 
the dam at the north end of the loch (car 
parking close by) then turn right along the 
path, you come to a path junction. Take 

Runrig spotted in Blanefield

the right path by the lochside and almost 
immediately on your left is the runrig. 
The area is adjacent to the patch of land 
where once stood a wooden shack used by 
the curlers of many years ago. Now, I may 
be wrong. The ‘runrig’ may be linked to 
curling. But take a look and see what you 
think.

Furrows and ridges (runrigs) at Loch Ardinning

Eurasian Jay

Eurasian Woodcock



20 21

The embankment by the burn at Park 
Place and over the bridge towards 
the pavilion, is threatening to 

collapse at any point and poses a danger 
to anyone who stands near the edge. 

The worst points are illustrated: at 
Park Place, severe frost has split the 
banking and the splits are gradually 
widening. Robert Cumming from the 
Housing Department at Stirling Council 
who own the land, has been out to inspect 
it and is currently investigating the best 
way to shore it up.

Further along, towards the pavilion, 
it is not obvious from the path where 
the danger lies, but the embankment 
is being undermined quite severely by 
the flow of water. Although the ground 
feels reasonably secure, care should be 
taken not to walk near the edge of the grass. This only came to light when 
Mr Cumming came out but the Community Council has informed Les 
Goodfellow, Head of Land Services at Stirling Council, of the problem. 

Morag Roy

‘On the 6th March 1874, one hundred 
years after the birth of James Stirling, an 
enthusiastic soiree was held in his native 
parish of Strathblane in celebration of 
this event.’

These words are the opening lines 
of the preface to the book ‘The 
Gloaming of Life: a Memoir of 

James Stirling’ by Alexander Wallace. The 
book charts the life of James Stirling who 
was a great influence in the Temperance 
Movement in Scotland during the 19th 
Century

He was born at Edenkiln in the village 
of Strathblane on Sunday 6 March 1774 and 
lived most of his young life in and around 
Strathblane, attending the Parish Primary 
School. His schooling only lasted for two 
years as at the age of seven, being one of a 
numerous family, he had to leave school to 
contribute something to the earnings of the 
household. His first job was as a herdsman 
to the people who owned the public house 
known as the Kirk House. He worked there 
for five years, and it was in the company of 
ploughmen when he was 12 years old that 
James Stirling first experienced ‘dram-
drinking’. The following day he resolved 
‘never again to taste’ but sadly this was not 
the case.

He next found work as a shepherd and 
drover of cattle to and from the Balfron 

moors. The work involved being out in all 
types of weather, and his life changed one 
day in 1787 when he 
was thirteen. He had 
been permitted to go 
home from the moors in 
order to replace his old 
clothes. Unfortunately 
he had an accident 
when lifting a pot of 
boiling water. James 
scalded a foot so badly 
that he had to stay at 
home to recuperate and 
subsequently lost his 
job as a drover.

It was then agreed 
that James would go 
to Paisley to learn the 
shoemaking trade, 
and in 1788 he left 
the outdoor life to 
pursue this new career. 
This proved to be a 
great success and he 
soon developed into an accomplished 
shoemaker. Social drinking was part of 
the culture of his working colleagues and 
unfortunately James soon drifted back into 
the habit of drinking.

On 5 April 1800 he married Janet 
Buchanan from Doune, whom he had met 
at a ‘Holy Fair’ in Milngavie and whom 
James called his ‘guiding star’ throughout 
his later years.

James Stirling of Strathblane

Mary Brailey & Elizabeth Normand 

In the course of our Master Composter 
duties, we’ve come across some 
questions about using Castle Compost 

– the compost the council makes from 
the waste we put in our brown bins. We 
asked the council for some answers and 
here they are below, together with further 
information we gathered from useful 
sources they pointed us to.

Good for growing plants?
Q  Although we’ve had plenty of positive 
feedback about Castle Compost, some 
gardeners have reported disappointing 
results when using it as a growing medium 
for plants. Can it be used (on its own or 
mixed with something else) as a growing 
medium for seedlings and young plants, 
or is it only suitable as a mulch and soil 
improver?
A  Caroline Mooney, one of the council’s 
waste education officers, said, ‘We’ve 
had lots of positive comments back from 
gardeners, including someone who had 
great success growing vegetables in raised 
beds filled with it. In the office we had a 
great crop of chilli peppers this summer, 
grown from seedlings planted solely in 
Castle Compost. The council uses it for its 
own parks and gardens, and we sell it to 
three private landscaping firms who use it 
as a soil conditioner. Most gardeners have 
their own favourite recipes for a growing 
medium for different plants, and will 
choose to mix compost – whether home-
produced, collected from the council, or 

Murray O’Donnell and Lynne James
In response to such queries as ‘What 
exactly is a JP?’ and ‘Who is a local JP?’, 
The Blane sent Murray O’Donnell and 
Lynne James to Andy Orr to get the full 
facts.

Before explaining Andy’s role as a JP 
it is interesting to know some of his 
background and working life.

Andy was born in 1947 at Coldrach 
farm near Drymen, and his first few years 
were spent around the Clydesdale horses 
that his father bred and used at ploughing 
matches. Sadly, although Andy would at 
first have liked to pursue farming as his 
lifelong career, his father’s death when 
Andy was only seven meant that his life 
took another path altogether.

Andy graduated from Paisley with one 
of the first engineering degrees awarded 
there, and, having completed the one-year 
design experience he needed to qualify for 
his charter, together with two years’ work 
with FJC Lilley, he headed off to Gibraltar, 
working for Whatlings. (One of Andy’s 
memories on Gibraltar was being shown 
the suite of underground caverns that had 
been prepared for Churchill, should he 
have been forced to leave Britain during 
the war.)

Having returned to Scotland for a short 
while, after three years on the Rock, Andy 
was soon off on his world travels again. 
(We do wonder if a childhood of holidays 
spent in Balmaha gave him a thirst to see 
if there really was a wider world out there 
when he grew up!)

This time Andy worked in the 
Middle East, and he proves extremely 
knowledgeable about life in The United 
Arab Emirates, for ex-pats, locals and the 
Indian and Asian workers alike. From 
1977 until 1983, Andy worked on many 
projects, including being in charge of 
the building project for accommodation 
on Das Island – the centre of a UAE’s 
offshore oil industry, lying in the heart of 
the Arabian Gulf, approximately 140 km 
north-west of Abu Dhabi.

On 13 November 1983, Andy was 
working out on site in blistering heat, 
drinking 4–5 litres of water a day to keep 
from dehydration, and coming home in 
a shirt white with caked-on salt. By 21 
November he was standing shivering on a 
site in Irvine – from shorts to thermals in 
one week!

Over the following years, Andy’s 
projects ranged from construction 
manager at Parkhead Forge, to installing 
the complicated sprinkler system for the 
National Library of Scotland building on 
George IV Bridge in Edinburgh. (You 
can ask him for the 
details!)

During this time, 
Andy was invited to 
think about becoming 
a Justice of the Peace. 
Although nowadays 
the office comes 
under the authority 
of the Scottish 
Courts Service, in 
those days it was a 
post organised at the 
discretion of Stirling 
District Council. 
Once he had agreed 
to consider the post, 
a letter was sent from 
the Scottish Office 
outlining the duties 
and role of a JP. While nowadays, JPs can 
take either a court duty or a signing duty 
only: Andy signed an oath agreeing to take 
on both responsibilities.

There was no formalised training given 
at the time, but Andy sat and observed in 
courts for a year throughout 1989, before 
moving onto the bench himself. For a 
further year he was not allowed to chair 
the bench, made up of three JPs, but was 
able to take part in the conferring over 
sentencing in the court.

JPs can judge on cases of minor 
assault (i.e. cases where the victim is not 
hospitalised) and minor drug offences, 
and can impose fines of up to Level 4, 

roughly £2,500. They cannot, however 
impose a sentence of imprisonment. Much 
of their time presiding over trials is taken 
up by traffic offences. JPs can add points 
to licences and where necessary, as in the 
case of reckless or careless driving, they are 
authorised to remove licences altogether.

At all trials, they are supported by a 
legal advisor who advises the bench on 
points of law. This is most needed when 
deliberating breach of the peace cases. This 
offence is extremely difficult to deal with, 
as it is characterised as being ‘something 
likely to cause public unrest; and fear and 

alarm in the victim’.
Before any 

sentencing, the Bench 
finds out the means 
of the guilty party, 
and thereafter fine 
enforcement officers 
ensure that the fine 
imposed is paid in 
full. The court will 
bend over backwards 
to ensure that the fine 
is well within the 
means of the person 
having to pay, but 
make no mistake, the 
fine will be paid!

It is possible to 
challenge the verdict, 
or the justice of a fine, 

by making your case a ‘cited case’. This 
case is then transferred to the High Court 
in Edinburgh where it will be considered 
by a Law Lord.

Andy continues his own training in the 
role of JP and is extremely knowledgeable 
on all aspects of his court duties.

As to his signing duties; he is authorised 
to witness signatures on passports, 
insurance policies, and formal name 
changes, and he even signs search warrants 
should the need arise.

Andy is Strathblane and Blanefield’s 
only JP, with Kay Pollock in Killearn and 
Clark Brown in Balfron making up the 
other most local JPs in the area.

Justice of the Peace ... and so much more

shop-bought – with other ingredients like 
loam, sand or grit.’
In addition to Caroline’s advice, it’s worth 
pointing out that the Castle Compost 
bags describe it as a soil conditioner, and 
give guidelines for its use for mulching, 
planting beds, planting trees and shrubs 
and as a top dressing for turf. The wording 
says that tests showed that ‘there was no 
contamination with weed seeds’ and that 
‘plants grew well in the growing trials’.

Harbours weeds?
Q  Many of us get rid of some pretty 
noxious weeds by chucking them into our 
brown bins. How do we know it’s safe to 
use the compost that comes from what we 
and others have thrown away? One user is 
convinced that it was council compost that 
brought club root to their patch. On the 
other hand, some people are worried that 
the high temperatures at which the compost 
is made will destroy all the nutrients in the 
compost: is that right?
A  Caroline says that ‘the compost 
is made at temperatures over 65°C, as hot 
as a cup of tea. This is hot enough to kill 
weeds and pathogens, but not to destroy 
the organic molecules like phosphates and 
nitrates. Club root, specifically, cannot 
survive temperatures much above 30°C, 
and cannot have survived the composting 
process. So I’m sorry that the person 
who spoke to you has club root on their 
vegetable patch, but Castle Compost can’t 
be the culprit –the cold and wet conditions 
of the last couple of summers are far more 
likely to be the cause.

The compost meets the stringent 
requirements set by PAS 100, a national, 
publicly audited specification sponsored 
by the Waste and Resources Action 
Programme (WRAP) and developed 
by the Composting Association (now 
the Association of Organic Recyclers). 
Compost that meets the standard has been 
through tests to ensure that it contains no 
pathogens; that potentially toxic elements 
like lead or mercury are below minimum 
safe levels; that there are no weed seeds; 
and that plants grow well in it.’

One last point: Caroline asks us all to 
remember not to put plastic bags into our 
brown bins. One plastic bag going through 
the shredding process can ruin a whole lot 
of compost!

Want advice from our compost clinic? Email: 
compostclinic@strathblanefield.org.uk. 

Despite this happy marriage, James 
again became victim to his drinking habits 
and the book says:

‘Some twenty years in the life of our old 
friend, We would gladly draw a veil over 

those sad years Which 
were as the shadow of 
the ‘second death’.

Finally, in 1830 
with the help of his 
wife and the Rev. Dr 
Beecher, James put his 
name forward to help 
with a new organisation 
called the Temperance 
Movement which was 
beginning to excite 
much interest in the 
West of Scotland. From 
that day on, James 
Stirling became one 
of the most eloquent 
and powerful speakers 
in the movement, 
travelling the length and 
breadth of Scotland. 
He was given the title 
The First Agent of the 

Scottish Temperance League and became 
one of the most Distinguished Advocates 
of the Temperance Reformation.

He died in 1856, aged 82, and his 
remains were conveyed to their final 
resting place in the quiet churchyard of 
New Kilpatrick.

The book ‘The Gloaming of Life’ is 
available to read online or to order from 
bookshops or from Amazon (£16.99).

Dr Richard Simpson MSP, Anne McGuire 
MP and Bruce Crawford MSP launched 
Castle Compost in 2008

How good is the council’s compost?

Bank collapse threatened

Organisations or individuals within the Stirling Council 
area are now invited to nominate persons for the Provost’s 

Civic Awards which will be made to those individuals, either 
resident within the area of Stirling Council, or businesses, 
organizations and groups operating within the area, who 
have made a substantial contribution over the past 2 years. 

Further information and Nomination Forms are available 
from The Provost’s Office, Stirling Council, Room 55-Old 
Viewforth, Stirling, FK8 2ET (telephone 01786 443380 or 
email: houstonj2@stirling.gov.uk).

Nominations should be returned to The Civic Office no 
later than Friday 2nd July 2010.

Provost’s Civic Awards
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Jenny’s Lum strikes a chord in 
New Zealand 
Jim Guy

Pat and I emigrated to New Zealand in 
Sept 2008 as we have two daughters 

here and no family in Scotland and 
thought it was the sensible thing to do. 
Mary Baird, of Netherblane, keeps us very 
much in touch and kindly sent copies of 
the Blane. We think that the ‘Jenny’s Lum’ 
cover [December 2009 issue] is simply 
wonderful and I would hope that it could 
win an award at a picture competition – 
Alastair Smith is to be congratulated.We 
could see the lum from our window in 
Netherblane and so it has made us very 
homesick.

The poem put together by Murray 
O’Donnell from Tom Rennie is excellent. 
Murray is an old friend of ours from the 
Bowling Club days etc.

I intend to have the lum on view in 
our wee apartment near a superb picture 
given to us by the bowling club when we 
departed by Sadie Barclay’s husband, with 
whom I fished.

We do miss Strathblane and Blanefield 
as we had been there 30 years in 
Netherblane and kent mony folk if even by 
sight for a wave or Hi.

Mountain Rescue

Martin McCallum

The winter has been one of the coldest 
and whitest we have had for many 
years. In fact the weather has been 

so severe that numbers in the hills were 
actually down in many areas, for the simple 
reason that the roads were so bad people 
could not get there.  Instead, many people 
spent time closer to home and the horses’ 
field in the village could be seen full of 
sledgers on an almost daily basis. In fact 
one of our own village residents (and an ex-
LMRT member) was involved in an incident 
that resulted in a team callout where he 
managed to break his leg in three places 
after a particularly icy run. Being in the 
village, an ambulance was called, but with 
the unusual weather the ambulance service 
resources were quite limited and it took a 
considerable time to get a paramedic there. 
Once he arrived in a 4x4 the casualty himself 

phoned the team to get a stretcher to 
evacuate him to the roadside where 
an ambulance was waiting. During 
this incident another call came in 
for a sledger in Killearn who had a 
crash and injured his back. This was 
in a particularly tricky position and 
involved a helicopter evacuation to 
the Southern General. I’ve heard 
of multiple buses coming along at 
once, maybe this should be changed 
to sledges…….

We have had several other 
callouts to Ben Lomond and the 
Conic hill. In many cases these 
have been due to missing people, 

or simple slips on icy ground, but we have 
also had our requisite number of trainer clad 
casualties. Despite many warnings in the 
press about the seriousness of the Scottish 
mountains, there are still those who cannot 
resist the temptation to venture into what 
must appear a very attractive playground in 
the snow-covered mountains, and we will 
continue to rescue them when called for. But 
hopefully, as the mountains become more 
and more popular, more people will respect 
the environment they are entering into. 

There have been a lot of press reports this 
year on major avalanches. Sadly several 

of these have resulted in fatalities. However, 
it is not just in the Cairngorms, Glencoe or 
Ben Nevis that these avalanches exist. The 
‘back’ side of Ben Lomond, in the corrie to 
the east of the summit above Comer farm, 

has historically been a location of many 
avalanches, but as it is much less frequently 
visited, this is not widely known. However, 
just the other week we made our way up 
Ben Lomond on the normal tourist path 
from Rowardennan for a day of winter skills 
training and from the roadside spotted an 
avalanche slide in the small corrie facing 
the hotel just to the west of the normal 
path. We went up much closer to this and it 
appeared to be 15-20m wide and about 70m 
long. The reason why the slope avalanched 
was not totally clear, but it helps to highlight 
that avalanches are a hazard in all of the 
Scottish hills. Indeed extensive research 
into avalanches has shown that the most 
dangerous slopes are those between about 
30 and 45 degrees, quite typical walkers 
slopes, not the steeper slopes climbers are 
more likely to be on. LMRT train every year 
for avalanche search and recovery and we 
wear transceivers in case we are caught in 
one. I think in years to come we will see 
increasing amounts of people wearing these 
relatively expensive tools in the Scottish 
mountains.

Top Tip:

Before going out in winter its worth 
checking not only the weather, but also the 
avalanche report. This is a free service paid 
for by the Scottish government and can be 
seen online at: http://www.sais.gov.uk/ 

See Bob Sharp’s article on page 17

Poo-em

David Brown

…. In what forum can one be called 
                 a rhymester?
is it when you’ve published
or when you’ve accomplished
                 sufficient prose
or is it stanza for critical analysis?

….in any case
I’m not one or two
but I’m inspired to write to you
telling of a difficulty 
in understanding.

…..you see
we live in an area of natural dignity
shaped in part with track and fence
there, to share with all that is resident
……our routes to school and library 
bordered with rough and rivers
interest indeed for young that gather
before the daily bell assembly

….so
what’s the problem…caller?
‘tis shared too with a mess most foul
sticks to feet and legs and wheels and
reeks with disease.... that’s a fact
oh dear why must you leave it?
bag it and bin it
please.

…..better still 
why not use your own garden
for that activity? ….too foul eh!….

(Apologies to all bards.)

Nicci Grieve, 
Milndavie Riding Centre

Nostalgia is definitely in the air up 
at the stables. On a selfish note 
I feel like a born again kid as, 

for the first time in over 25 years, I’ve 
had the chance to look after a new horse 
and all the joys that that can bring. 
According to my father, I had my first 
riding lesson ‘down the railway’ at 
Milndavie Riding Centre in 1978(ish) 
and it set off an unstoppable love for 
horses. 

At the time my family was just 
passing through Blanefield and had a 
Netherblane flat as a home base while 
working abroad. When we moved back 
we relocated and I was lucky enough 
to find stables where I could indulge 
my obsession. It was the kind of place 
my parents had to drag me away from 
caked in dirt, exhausted and ridiculously 
happy.

That kind of place was also running in 
Strathblane and was opened over 40 years 
ago by Marjorie McNicol. Even though I 
don’t really remember my initial visit to 
the stables I know it was the same kind 
of place because it still is now! Every 
weekend and during all school holidays 
there is an excited buzz of kids united in 
their love of horses and getting dirty. You 
see, it’s not just about riding. It’s a great fun 
place to be and it always has been. Sadly, 
Marjorie passed away in 2000 but her spirit 
lives on and Fiona Aborida, her daughter, 
has continued making it a welcoming place 
for everyone who goes there.

Recently, a modern route was opened 
up as the perfect way to reminisce about 
the yard. A Facebook group called 
Marjory’s has been started. It was created 

by one of the many people who spent a 
large part of their formative years at the 
stables and comments have been posted by 
all generations of people who have been 
connected to the stables. The fact that many 
of the same stories, and daft pranks, have 
been going on for years is very evident. 
Perhaps this is one place where time has 
stood still and that is why it has such a 
lovely atmosphere.

With great concern being shown over 
a certain planning application this year I 
think everyone has taken stock and looked 
around at the area we all love. Those of us 
who ride have our own reasons for wishing 
access to open countryside to remain, and 
be restored in some areas, but I sense many 

To the editor... Memories

John Murphy

I have enjoyed visiting your website over 
recent years and have just copied from 

The Blane pages 10 and 22 of the December 
2009 issue. My sister Jean Murphy is in 
the front row of the photo on page 22 and 
I knew a good number of the Guides on 
page 10, although they are about four years 
ahead of me.

My brother Guy Murphy is on page 21 
of your September 2009 issue.

I started in the primary school in January 
1940, at that time the Infants 1 class was in 
the Cooperative Hall [the building where 
Roots and the Indian Carry-out are - Ed] 
because there were many evacuees at the 
school. I went to Balfron High School in 
1946 and left there in 1951. My sister Jean 
Murphy is now Mrs Jean Ferguson and has 
lived with her husband Alex in Australia 
since 1958. Guy lives in Glasgow, my sister 
Ray, now Mrs McKnight lives in Stirling, 
and my sister Anne, now Mrs Wilkinson, 
has lived in Australia since 1963. We all 
lived in Maryfield (now demolished) in 
Station Road, owned by the Telfers, and 
moved to Milngavie Waterworks when my 
father got a job there in 1947. I have lived in 
East Lothian since 1969.

I still remember many of the people and 
names which turn up in The Blane.

this ’n’ that...
q npower have decided not to appeal Stirling 
Council’s decision to refuse to allow a windfarm 
to be constructed at Ballindalloch Muir. They have 
informed the landowners of this decision.
q Sausages – Browns shop now sells gluten free 
sausages, and as the days are lengthening, Robert 
is introducing a range of barbecue products.
q Traffic calming – Work to install traffic 
calming measures around the junction of Station 
Road started during week two of this month and 
should take about 5 weeks. Station Rd will be 
closed at some point to allow for resurfacing of the 
junction.
q New recycling services – Caddies for waste 
food are being delivered to every household in 
the area. We can now add household batteries 
and small waste electrical appliances to our blue 
recycling boxes but batteries need to be put into 
a small bag and the lid of the box must be closed. 
We can also recycle milk, juice and soup cartons 
(Tetra paks) but these should be rinsed and crushed 
and the lids replaced.  Detailed information should 
be supplied with your food caddy. Additional blue 
boxes and food caddies are available on request by 
phoning 0845 277 70000. 
q Switchover Help Scheme – Help to switch to 
digital TV is available if you are aged 75 or over, 
get certain disability benefits, or are registered 
blind or partially sighted. Call 0800 40 85 900 or 
visit helpscheme.co.uk
q Community Care Services - There is a very 
useful book about services provided within NHS 
Forth Valley and Stirling Council available in the 
library.

Louise Kerr, Fiona Gregor and Claire 
Fischbacher with Gypsy in 1997

Nostalgia

local people feel the same way too. Progress 
and change is essential but nostalgia may be 
a good prompt to continue to stand up and 
make sure we don’t lose out along the way.

DUNG
On a gardening note you may have 
noticed that the ‘far away’ field now 
has a muckheap and Fiona would like 
to extend a welcome to anyone in the 
village to help themselves. The manure 
has been rotting down for over a year 
now so should be good for the roses!! 
The field is down the railway track on 
the right-hand side.

The allotments group have been busy 
with their shovels investigating 

potential sites. We may be close to getting 
agreement on a good site near to the village 
and once we have this we will commence 
applying for funding for all the different 
things required. If you are interested in 
having an allotment or can help in any way 
then visit us on the community website - 
we have a page under the Carbon Neutral 
section - or come to our next meeting: 25 
March, 8 pm in the Village Club. 

You can contact the group at: 
allotments@strathblanefield.org.uk, 
or phone 771613.

AllotmentsResidents in 
Moor Road, Old 
Mugdock Road 

and Mugdock had a 
series of crises in their 
water supply during 
December, January and 
February. 

Scottish Water (SW)
engineers responded 
on December 22 to 
reports of loss of 
supply and completed 
work to switch to an 
alternative supply on 
December 23. This new pumped supply should have significantly increased 
the pressure. The new connection was supplied from a large holding tank, but 
due to adverse weather conditions on December 24 the levels in the tank fell 
below the minimum amount required to provide a supply. Tankered water 
was delivered to ensure that required levels were maintained.

On January 3 the supply was once again affected, because a Pressure 
Release Valve was frozen due to the extremely low temperatures. It was 
defrosted on 7th and supply was restored.

Supplies were again affected on 30th when the Pressure Release Valve 
was impacted by the cold weather conditions. The unit was repaired and 
supplies restored on 31st.

ln switching to a pumped supply it was hoped that the longer term issue 
of low pressure to Moor Road which dated back to late summer 2009 would 
be  resolved. However this was not the case and there were random drops in 
pressure.

On February 10 extensive investigations revealed an aged and uncharted 
stretch of pipe-work which switched from a 3 inch to a 1 inch supply pipe 
which was restricting the flow of water to properties. This pipe has now been 
replaced and the long-term problem resolved.

Shortly after, a leak was discovered at the inlet to the Craigend tank and 
water supplies were quickly tankered in to maintain levels while repairs were 
made.

Residents speak highly of the way SW’s contractors worked in such bitter 
conditions.  

Water, water everywhere... else
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Semra Hopovac, Senior PR Manager 

If tree trekking 40ft above the forest floor is your thing, 
then you can take a walk on the wild side and book some 
high-flying tree time at your nearest Go Ape adventure in 

Aberfoyle at the David Marshall Lodge, where you can tackle 
a giant obstacle course up in the trees with ladders, walkways, 
bridges, tunnels and wind-in-your-face zip wires. Before you 
release your inner ape in to the wild you’ll be kitted out with 
all the gear: harnesses, pulleys and karabiners. A Go Ape 
instructor will show you the ropes in a safety briefing and then you’re free to swing, 
climb, crawl and zip through the trees. Tarzan call training is not included, but this usually 
comes naturally during a Go Ape adventure. 

The Go Ape experience offers around three hours of adrenaline-fuelled fun that can 
be shared with almost anyone over ten years old. Who knew that this much fresh air, 
freedom and sense of extreme achievement could be better than chocolate eggs?
2010 opening dates: Weekends only from 27 February – 21 March; daily from 26 March 
– 31 October (closed Tuesdays during term time); weekends only throughout November. 
Find out more, or make a booking, at www.goape.co.uk or call 0845 643 2034.

Sandy Kennedy

First up, some dates for your diary.  The 
School summer fair is 5th June raising 
funds for our Big Project and Greenheart.  

As ever, it will be a great day out.  Please do 
come along to support.  If anyone would like 
to get involved please contact Beate and her 
team.

There is loads going on at the school.  
Thank you to all the hard work by Sandra 
Logan and her team. The parents have been 
really busy too. We are focused on six key 
areas this year:

q Non sports extra curricular activities led 
by Cathie Moir: The monthly Chatterbooks 
Book Club have had their first meeting (thanks 
to Lynne James for her great help).  The big 
excitement is that the author of the Ben 10 
series of books is coming in to give a talk.  

Also, Strathblane Gardening Club are 
getting their green fingers to work starting a 
new school gardening club.

q Upgrading the school grounds led by 
Debbie Bolton: Debbie and her team have 
already transformed the school toilets – if you 
get a chance check out the comic book theme 
in the boys’ toilets! Debbie has the entrance 
area (with our own Blue Peter totaliser) and the 
outside in her sights. If you have any paint you 
would like to donate to the school please speak 
to Debbie.

q Sports and Physical 
Activity led by Traci Leven: 
Traci is doing a phenomenal 
job at galvanising the school 
sport. We now have netball, 
table tennis, hockey, cross country running, 
tennis, cheerleading, yoga, cricket, athletics 
and rugby on the go with more in the pipeline. 
Also, more children are taking part in inter-
house and inter-school tournaments than for 
some time.

We have funded new team strips to be used 
by the children when they are representing the 
school.  Also, the children have sports t-shirts 
in their house colours. 
Looking ahead the children will be getting 
stuck into National Sports Week in the summer.

q Road Safety led by me: Through the 
hard work of parents and David McNally 
(Community Police Officer), the Council have 
cleared the bushes at the Library and started 
the process to update the road markings near 
the new school entrance. In the meantime, 
please could car users not park near the school 
gate (by the Library), particularly around the 
start and the end of the day.

The other area of concern is the main road 
crossing near the Kirkhouse Inn. We have not 
had a School Patrol Officer for over a year 
and it represents a significant hazard. In short, 
it has been a fiasco. For months the Council 
stated they could not find someone to fill the 
post. 

Finally, when we did find someone, we 
were informed that the there was no budget to 
pay for that person. However, the Council has 
just confirmed that funding is now in place for 
this post and the job is being re-advertised. A 
new officer is expected to be in place for the 
summer term. 

q Communications led by Vivienne MacKay: 
Vivienne is doing great work on the Parent 
Council website with constant updates. She is 
now adding commonly used forms to download. 
Check it out at http://strathparentcouncil.
org/

It is well worth subscribing to receive 
automatic emails, means you don’t need to rely 
on the vagaries of school bag post.

q The BIG Project led by Wendy Hamilton: 
The big fundraising project for this year is 
towards electronic white boards, which are 
an outstanding teaching aid. Most schools 
already have them in every classroom.  Our 
school only had one. We got off to a flying 
start when Wendy negotiated a deal whereby, 
if we paid for one, the school would pay for 
the other. The two new whiteboards are now 
in place and in use. This is only the beginning 
– every classroom should have a whiteboard. 

All in all, it has been an excellent few 
months. Thank you to all the children, parents, 
staff and members of the community who have 
got involved.  If you would like to help, please 
do get in touch with any member of the Parent 
Council.  We need you.

Parent Council news

Julie Edmonstone

When you meet a truly inspirational 
person the experience stays with 
you, in some form or another, 

for many years and last Sunday was 
no exception as I visited Margo in her 
beautifully designed bungalow in Dunglass 
View – an attractive and well-managed 
area of which Strathblane should be proud.   

The initial reason for my visit was to 
discover more about this remarkable woman 
and her recent award of Scotswoman of 
the Year 2009, her chairmanship of the 
Scottish Spina Bifida Association, her 
work as Consultant Clinical Geneticist 
at Yorkhill and her skill as a seasoned 
marathon competitor – most recently 
celebrating her 50th birthday by completing 
the full 26 miles of the London Marathon 
in under 3 hours, raising £12,000.  I wanted 

to ask her so much:  her life experiences as 
a disabled person, how she has dealt with 
her gains and losses and her opinions on 
them, for Margo is no ordinary woman.   

First however she kindly offers to show 
me round her home. A home she has not 
only designed, but cleans, herself –‘how 
does she find the time’ I think to myself.   
I inspect an absolutely immaculate vision 
of light creamy spaciousness with superbly 
furnished rooms leading off an equally 
large creamy hall, searching vainly for 
a single speck of dust. But more was to 
come:  it is her walk-in clothes cupboard 
– an eye-popping sight that draws a large 
and incredulous gasp of admiration! A 
self-confessed ‘clothesaholic’, Margo has 
designed a storage space which would put a 
Hollywood style designer to shame!  Along 
each side skirts and trousers hang above 
rows of black boxes each containing 5 pairs 
of photographed (italics) shoes. Below 
them are drawers of jumpers or hanging 
jackets and – the final touch of perfection 
– everything (italics) is colour coded from 
black and on through all the colours of the 
rainbow. It is lovely to see Margo’s pride 
and enjoyment in this domestic perfection 
when you consider her life achievements.

Sitting in the conservatory, with its 
lovely views over the sun terrace and 

natural rock pool, my 
eye is drawn to recent 
photographs of the 
glamorous and young-
looking Margo smiling 
beside her celebrity 
supporters, Gordon 
Ramsay, James Martin, 
Duncan Bannatyne, 
Tom Hunter. I can’t 
wait to know more 
about this remarkable 
woman who operates 
with such brilliance and 
graciousness from the 
confines of a wheelchair.

Spina Bifida is the 
result of a baby’s spine 
not developing normally 
in the womb and failing to enclose the 
nerves within and which subsequently 

become damaged.   
When her devoted 
parents had to move 
from Milngavie to the 
Dundee area, their 
priority was to find a 
school which would 
accept Margo rather 
than look for a house. 
In the days when it was 
unusual for disabled 
children to be accepted 
into mainstream 
education Margo was 
offered a place at the 
local primary school in 
Monifieth, progressing 
to Carnoustie High 
School with her 
classmates. Margo 

found happiness and complete acceptance, 
but feels that there is still an important 
place for special needs schools for children 
with certain disabilities – her ideal being 
specialist units attached to mainstream and 
therefore offering the best of both worlds.

Margo moved to Strathblane 3 years 
ago via 2 degrees at Dundee University, 
subsequently living in Glasgow’s west 
end and Erskine but is now very definitely 
here to stay! Nominated as last year’s 
‘Scotswoman of the Year’ sponsored by 

Marvels in our midst
A profile of Dr. Margo Whiteford

Scotswoman of the Year, Margo Whiteford

Participating in the London Marathon

the Evening Times, in which there were 10 
nominated finalists for 3 awards: ‘Scottish 
Businesswoman’, ‘Scottish Sportswoman’ 
and the overall title ‘Scotswoman of 
the Year’, Margo then featured in two 
large articles entitled ‘Margo, Queen of 
Scots’ and ‘Wonder Woman’ – both of 
which generated a great deal of good-
natured teasing from work colleagues!  
Her message to us all:  Spina Bifida has a 
genetic factor. Doctors know, for example, 
that the chances of having a baby affected 
with Spina Bifida are 1 per 1,000 which 
increases to 1 in 25 after the birth of an 
affected child but can be reduced to 1 per 
100 by taking folic acid supplements before 
conception.

Margo’s consuming hobby is wheel-
chair racing – training at Red Star Athletic 
Club based at Crownpoint, Glasgow, she 
has been delighted to watch the growth of 
sport for the disabled and the enjoyment 
and exercise it brings to all who participate.  
Not content with this, she intends to take 
up skiing again at Xscape in Braehead. Is 
there no stopping her, I think, for Margo’s 
talents reach far beyond her main-stream 
job and, quite frankly, all of us.

Lynne Kelly

Part of the funds from at this year’s 
summer fair will go towards the 
purchase of interactive white boards 

for Strathblane Primary School. Interactive 
white boards have a huge impact in the 
classroom and allow interactive learning 
through a wall mounted board that is 
connected to a computer. 

This technology allows pupils/ teacher 
to use their fingers or a digital pen to 
write on the surface. Teachers can present 
lessons using power point, images and 
can connect to the internet. Also pupils 
can play interactive group maths and 
language games…in fact the possibilities 
are endless. These white boards have been 
identified as an essential tool for improving 
the learning and teaching in the classroom 
and the school currently have 3 installed. 
The target is to have a white board in all 
classrooms! Please support the school and 
parents in this fund raising effort.

Funding for 
community groups

Go Ape at David Marshall Lodge

Rag Bag
Traci Leven

There is now a large textile recycling 
container in the school playground.  
Previously we have had very 

successful ‘rag bag’ collections which have 
raised a lot of money for the school.  We 
now have the opportunity to donate textiles 
in this container throughout the year – so 
there is no excuse for hoarding unwanted 
textiles!

You can use the container to deposit all 
types of clothes, shoes, bags, hats, towels, 
curtains and bed linen.  These are sent away 
and sorted, with good quality clothes being 
sent to Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe 
as second hand clothing.  Poorer quality 
textiles are shredded and used for mattress 
filling, industrial wiping cloths, etc.

This is a great opportunity to raise 
funds for the school and also become more 
environmentally friendly.  Please make 
great use of the facility.

For further information, speak to me on 
770362 or visit rag-bag.co.uk

PLEASE AVOID coming into 
the school grounds on 
school days between: 

8:45 – 9am
10:45 – 11:00 am

12:15-1:15 pm

Feel free to deposit your textiles at any 
other times.

Rag Bag

Summer Fair 
fundraising

Stirling Council Community Grants 
Scheme offers grants up to £1,000 to 
constituted groups. The scheme will 

pay for a wide range of projects including 
start-up costs, one off capital or equipment 
costs, community events, activities or 
performances, provision of training 
courses, advertising an event or work.

For further information email: 
fundingunit@stirling.gov.uk or phone 
01786 432268.

Clackmannanshire & Stirling 
Environment Trust offer grants up 

to about £4,000 to support projects that 

improve the environment or provide a 
benefit to both the local community and the 
general public, such as improvements to 
play areas, community halls, historic and 
religious buildings, local woodlands and 
projects aimed at conserving improving 
the local native biodiversity. Contact 
Audrey Morrison on 01786 462824 or 
email: morrisona@stirling.gov.uk.
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We are looking forward to some new 
arrivals over the next few weeks. 
No, this is not a very public way of 

announcing pets, babies or new staff. No, we 
are going to be receiving two new pieces of 
equipment which we hope you will all enjoy 
using.

Firstly, we are getting a new photocopier 
installed. Our previous photocopier was 

managed by the community council and has 
given sterling service over many years. Now, 
however, it is beginning to show signs of all 
those years and needs to be replaced. This is, 
as you can imagine, quite a hefty expense, 
and the community council and Stirling 
Council have agreed that Stirling Council 
libraries should henceforth take charge of 
supplying a machine in Strathblane. The 
good news is that the new copier will finally 
be able to take colour photocopies; the less 
good news is that the cost of copies will have 
to be increased, in line with all 
the other copiers in each of the 
libraries in the Stirling area. We 
hope the new machine will be in 
situ by mid March.

The other addition to our 
services is in response to several 
people who have smiled and 
asked us, as they chat to friends 
they have met down at the library, 
‘Why don’t you do coffee?’ I am delighted to 
say that, from sometime in March onwards, 
we will indeed ‘do Coffee’, courtesy of an 
automatic coffee dispenser (£1 a cup). Our 
fingers are crossed that sometime we may 
get lovely new comfy chairs for you to sit in 
while sipping!

For several months now I have been 
enjoying coffee at work in a mug emblazoned 

with the motto, ‘Happiness is a cup of coffee 
and a good book’. Well. From the time our 
coffee machine arrives, I hope we will be 
able to share that happiness around! (PS At 
the back of my mug, where only I can see 
it, my extra motto reads, ‘ ... and a piece of 
cake!’ I can’t promise you that I am afraid!)

We have been doing a major weeding 
of our stock again. We would call it spring 
cleaning, but, as yet spring seems to be 
far away! Rather than lose all the books to 
salvage we are going to hold a book and 

DVD sale on Saturday 27 March from 10 
am until 12 pm.

Adult hardback fiction is 
priced at 20p, and junior books 
are only 10p, so you can get some 
real bargains. DVDs are priced 
individually, but they too, are very 

cheap! Look forward to seeing 
bargain hunters on the 27th!
Don’t forget, everyone is most welcome 

to come along to any of the meetings of the 
Reading Club. Each third Tuesday of the 
month, a group meets in the library from 
8 pm to discuss either one chosen book or 
author, or sometimes everyone brings, or 
talks of, a special recommendation. I always 
really enjoy the evening and am fascinated 
by the discussion that ensues each evening, 
so do come along any time and join in.

Library
C
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r

Lynne James

Doctors Surgeries
Strathblane  770340
Killearn   550339
(prescription line)  550095

Police   770224
Crimestoppers    0800 555111
Post Office  770291
Pharmacy  770731
Primary School  770608
Royal Bank  770610
Library   770737

Bookings
Edmonstone Hall  770555
VillageClub  770113

Useful numbers We wish to reflect the views and opinions 
of the whole community without including 
anything that would offend anyone. We 
would emphasise that the views expressed 
in the Blane are not necessarily those of 
the editor and he retains the right to have 
the final say on any articles included.

Disclaimer
While we do our best not to accept 
advertisements from irresponsible 
companies or individuals, we do not take 
responsibility for those that appear in 
the newsletter and expect our readers to 
exercise due care when choosing to use 
one of the services found on these pages.

If you have any news items, please 
contact one of the team or the editor (see 
page 4 for details). If you are not confident 
at writing but would like to have an article 
in the newsletter, we can help by editing it 
or writing it if you give us the information.

BLANE TEAM

Morag Roy 770863
roymorag6@yahoo.co.uk

Murray O’Donnell   770748
murray.odonnell@btinternet.com

Alastair Smith 770120
smith@blanefield.freeserve.co.uk

Mary Brailey 771613 
marybrailey@btinternet.com

Patsy Fischbacher    770716
patsy.fischbacher@virgin.net

CATHERINE SMITH & CO
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Returns
Bookkeeping

Small business tax 
& accounts

Ad-hoc advice

Catherine Smith ACA, CTA
 01360 770989

Catherine@catherine-smith.co.uk

T R Electrical Services
Tommy Reynolds

Electrical & Air 
Conditioning Installations


mob: 07988639981
 0141 956 6909

tomm.reynolds@virgin.net

Beading Mad 
Jewellery Parties

Design & make earrings, 
necklaces, bracelets

Ideal for all ages
******

Ruth Reynolds
 0141 956 6909

mob: 07770596297

Stewart Reid
Plumbing Services
All Domestic Plumbing 

and Electrical Work
No job too big or too small

mob: 07590 843607
 01360 771139

sreidplumbing@hotmail.com

Helen Smith

The Amnesty fundraising 
day on Saturday 17 
October began with 

myself and helpers setting 
up the Edmonstone Hall with 
banners, balloons and drums 
from noon. The first workshop 
was for younger children and I 
was glad when around 12 wee 
ones arrived to take part. We 
had lots of fun playing some 
drumming games and learning 
a simple ‘tune’ together.

Afterwards came the turn 
of the 7–12-year-olds. I had 
hoped that at least ten would 
come along and was very happy to set up 
extra drums as in the end 20 young people 
wished to take part. The older kids did 
an amazing job at listening and learning. 
I taught a fairly complex piece of samba 
which they played excellently. I think all 
those there and friends and parents who got 
to listen in were impressed with how well 
the group did.

The final workshop was with teenagers 
and adults and although there were 
fewer participants than expected we still 
managed to learn a couple of grooves in 
our 90 minutes together.

After a quick re-jigging of tables 
and chairs we opened the doors for our 
evening’s entertainment. My own samba 
group Barulho Beat got things started 
with a bang with an explosive 20-minute 
set. Then followed some songs from jazz 
and swing singer Fiona Litman, one sung 
unaccompanied! The Horts women’s 
peace group performed their version of 

Punch and Judy, which provided some 
food for thought in a light-hearted and 
amusing manner. After a short break for 
the raffle the night was finished with some 
guitar-strumming and singing from Fran 
Schoppler and Helen Reeves. Helen’s set 
saw some audience participation, with two 
friends joining her onstage to play along 
with percussive shakers!

I have to thank friends and family for 
coming along to help make the night a great 
success. Unfortunately there weren’t many 
from from the village; I think folk were 
on holiday as it was the school’s October 
break. Perhaps I’ll see more locals at any 
future event! I was pleased to find that we 
had raised £530 to send to Amnesty, much 
more than I had hoped for. It was a lot of 
hard work but being able contribute to the 
work of such an important charity made it 
all worthwhile.

You can find out more about my 
samba drumming workshops at www.
biggroovepromotions.co.uk.

Samba session drums up 
support for Amnesty

Helen’s samba group Barulho Beat

In the December issue we published the 
wrong number for the contact for the 
Village Club. We apologise to all those 
who were inconvenienced by this.

Apology

Thanks to all who collected, or 
contributed to the 2009 Poppy 

Appeal which raised a record £2,958.
We are always looking for more 

collectors so, if you would like to join 
the team, please contact me on 770448. 

I would be glad to hear from you.

Poppy Appeal
Lorna Morris
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Alastair Smith

Once upon a time,  in a happy prosperous country, the King 
and Queen had their first child, a beautiful daughter, whom 
they named “Beauty”.  A great feast was organised, but 

due to a shortage of crockery, the guests list could only include 
twelve of the fairies. One was excluded, but as she was a nasty 
piece of work, no one was upset. Unfortunately she was really 
annoyed at being left out and if you don’t know the rest of the 
story, you really are from a different planet.

Primary seven recently re-enacted 
this drama in the Edmonstone Hall. 
While the audience had many parents and grandparents of the cast members, 
there were also many in the audience with no direct family connection. 
And I am sure that no-one would have any complaints about t h e 
performance they saw.  

With a school performance it is easy to patronise the 
production and accept it shortcomings. But what 
s h o r t c o m i n g s were there? None that I could see. The 
performers appeared on cue, delivered their lines and acted 
their hearts out. And no prompting, unlike some recent productions I have 
seen.    

Classic “Panto” follows an understood formula. (Oh yes it does!). Happy cast 
members, brightly coloured costumes, outrageous characters and an ability to 
perform a ridiculous situation with conviction. And “Sleeping Beauty” had them 
all. In some shows the performance can take place while ignoring the audience.  
Panto does not allow this: the artists have to interact with the audience and to 
respond to how they react. Not a situation for shrinking violets.

A t the end of the evening I was not only impressed with 
what I had seen, but was aware that everyone, on and off 

the stage, had enjoyed themselves. What an experience for the 
class members, and what a boost to the 

individuals’ self confidence.
Education is not all about the three Rs. It 

should also be about developing the individual’s 
personality, developing their confidence and 
showing them how to work as a member of a team. 
I am sure all the cast members will remember 
the fun they had, and will be better able to tackle 
what the future holds with a bounce in their step, 
and greater confidence.

We must not forget the ‘grown-
ups’ who helped with 
the production to make i t 
the success it was. But at the end of 
the day it was the class themselves who came up 
trumps.

Hilarious!

Brilliant!  

Musical!

P7 kept everyone wide awake with 
Sleeping Beauty

Animated!

Dramatic!

Scary!

Sparkling!

Magical!

Photos clockwise from top: New parents, Queen Betty (Ellen McKay) 
and King Bertie (Niall Ewart) “ah, our baby!”; members of the punk 
fairies scooter club: Morven Campbell, Gemma Barr, Amy Owens 
and Natalie O’Donnell; Nursie (Aiden Wardle) having a nice girlie chat with 
Queen Betty; Prince Valentine (Matthew Hoyle) dithering over whether to 
kiss or not to kiss the hand of Princess Beauty (Niamh Peddie); King Bertie 
googles to check Prince Valentine’s credentials; Cook (Murray Wishart) is 
outraged at Nursie’s insulting remarks about his cooking; Bad Fairies, Isobel 
Gray (right) and Leah Taylor terrorised the good fairies and 
t h e audience; Town Crier (Thomas Mitchell) 

announcing bad news to the Villagers, 
most of whom also doubled 
as the fairies (back: 
Natalie O’Donnell, Ben 
Bolton, Murray Wishart, 
George Barclay, Kevin 
Strain, Anna McCallum, 
front: Amy Owens, Gemma 
Barr, Claire Penrice, 
Abigayle Littler, Jamie 
Gillies, Niamh Peddie); 
Lord Chamberlain (Jason 
Cowan) drole diplomat; 
fairy harpist in the castle 
attic, Amy Owens; the 
other Princess Beauty 
(Morven Campbell) waits 
for her birthday party. 


